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Don’t ‘trash’ your dreams
Let’s not forget that God is a part of all things in life, even in getting a pilot’s license
How often do we stop and see
God's hand and interaction working
in our hobbies? My journey into
becoming a licensed pilot is a long
story, but I'll make it shorter.

priests of the Midwest region
gathering for a tour of the Garmin
aviation GPS plant in the Kansas
City area. What luck since it was
only a flight of 1.5 hours from my
home airport!

I have looked into the sky seeking
to fly a plane since forever. In my
10th year as a priest, I went to the
local recycling center and one year
later had a plane and license to fly.
As it so happened, a gentleman
whom I had not met yet, a member
of the Baptist church in my town,
was dropping off his items and
stopped to talk to me. He told me he was a pilot and
enjoyed taking his minister flying and asked if I liked
to fly and would I want to go? I took the offer, going
once a week, and met a few more pilots. One asked,
"would you like to learn to fly?" "Yes," I replied, and
he said, "Get a plane, I'll teach you to fly it."

Was God's hand in this? I think
so. My childhood love was being
fulfilled. I was learning how to
fly and I also found this supportive group of flying priests
through God's children who were
Christians but not of the Catholic
faith. Who would have thought?
I cannot say enough about NAPP and its members.
They support the work of the Church by donating
funds to missions that provide the use of planes to
reach and serve people that may be isolated from other communities from Alaska to Africa.
The members are a great group of like-minded individuals who also share a love of flight and bring great
encouragement to my priestly vocation. It is a brotherhood that I feel I can turn to in time of need as well
as a larger connection to my fellow priests across the
United States and beyond.

A few months later, the local A&P mechanic I had
asked to help me find a plane was handed a sales flyer
on the airport ramp by the pilot inside the plane I now
own. He inspected it and flew it back for me from
northern Mississippi where he just happened to be
working that week.

May we continue to spread the Good News of God’s
love and not forget that God is a part of all things in
life, even in getting a pilot’s license while serving
Him as a priest of the Church.

While getting my license to fly, another pilot asked if
I knew about the flying priests (National Association
of Priest Pilots)? I said no, so he gave me Fr. Mel Hemann’s info. Two months later, he asked if I had
called Fr. Mel. I had to again say no but did shortly
thereafter. A month later, I met up with the flying
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Make your plans now for the NAPP 2018 Convention in Medina, Ohio
Please mark your calendars for the 2018 National Convention. We will be gathering on
Monday, July 9, and flying or driving out on
Thursday, July 12.
There will be an emphasis on “Flying” as our
theme, and, as was the case in 2009, there will
be a large block of free time on Wednesday to
enable members to take to the skies.
Our local airport will be Medina Municipal
(1G5) and our hotel headquarters will be the
Medina Holiday Inn Express and Suites. It is a
1-year-old hotel built for the political event that
transpired in Cleveland last summer.
The hotel is located about a mile from 1G5, and
is actually within the landing pattern, so transportation to and from the airport will be exceptionally easy.
Tentatively, we will offer an interesting excursion on Tuesday morning, departing immediately after breakfast culminating with a substantial
luncheon and returning to our hotel in time for
an afternoon period of rest and relaxation and

evening free time. Since the lunch will be quite generous, everyone will be on their own for dinner on that
day. There are at least a dozen options within five miles
of the hotel.
On Wednesday, we will have our annual meeting immediately after breakfast at the hotel, which will free up
the remainder of the morning and afternoon. The hope
is that, since we are residing so close to the airport,
many members will take the opportunity to aviate.
The Lake Erie Islands are a short hop to the west. Carrolton/Tolson (KTSO) is very close to the east and is a
wonderful location for lunch, including delicious homemade pies.
Medina Muni is very close to Akron-Canton Regional
(KCAK), and the TRACON there is very friendly, offering an opportunity to brush up on approaches for
those who are interested in doing that.
Medina Muni is not that busy, so pattern work is also a
possibility. So, please plan to bring your airplane and
put it to use during, as well as before and after, the convention.
Around 4 p.m. Wednesday, we will head to St. Victor
Church for our annual Mass and banquet. Anyone wishing to concelebrate must provide a Letter of Suitability
for Ministry. We will be inviting the newly installed
Bishop Nelson Perez to join us, but I’m sure his schedule may be too busy to permit his participation. More
details will be forthcoming as our plans are only now
beginning to come together.
Fr. Allen Corrigan
Acorrigan56@gmail.com
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Thanks for your prayers
Irene and I wish to thank all for your prayers. With
great delight, I wish to inform you the bone marrow
transplant doctors, nurses and staff have driven the
dreaded cancer out!
Speak about “out,” Irene was discharged two days
early, after chemo and re-infusion, because she did
“sooooo” well. We remain in Atlanta this month
(August) for outpatient treatment, then off to the rest
of our lives.

Weather disrupts Midwest fall gathering
The weather took a toll on the Midwest fall regional
meeting in Cherokee, Iowa, on September 25.
Fr. Gene Murray reports that “the weather was a big
bully today and spoiled the attendance. Fr. Bill Menzel was here in 6442P on his way through, but because of the promise of thunderstorms, he decided to
leave early. Initially there were eight planes scheduled to attend, but seven canceled and Bill left in
IMC at 9:30 a.m.”

Miracles are just what God does every day when He
goes to work, and He sure did some good work for
Irene. I assume somewhat at your behest! Great
work, you all, and thanks from Atlanta.
October update: Thanks for all your prayers, God
has been good to us these days. Last week Irene's
oncologist has found her in good health. The effects
of aggressive treatment in Atlanta are recovering
ahead of schedule. She is free of cancer. The typical
recovery benchmarks are quicker and better than
anticipated. We are expecting the holiday season
will be very special this year, as the doctor gave us
the green light to travel north to share Christ’s birthday party with the grandchildren, now 4 and 6 years
old. (C’mon guys, you remember when Santa was
THE REAL DEAL.) God has heard y'all and answered most kindly. His blessings to all.

Msgr. John Hemann braved the weather and drove
in. “So, the two of us had a meeting of two.
“There is an upside to
all of this,” Gene said,
“which is that I get to
eat the apple pie that I
had made for us. I am
sure all of the brothers
would want me to enjoy it in good health, so
that is what I am going
to do. Perhaps I could
send a pic of the pie for the newsletter for all to enjoy!”

Thought for today: To rest in peace, live in peace.
George Gratton
A note from Deacon Dennis Kudlak

John Hemann added: “Maybe next spring and, in
calendar year 2018, the weather won't present problems as it did for the annual July gathering and this
meeting. But the good news is that the pilots make
good decisions and stay safe.”

I did a threeday silent retreat at the
Abbey of the
Genesee in
Piffard, New
York.

Fr. Bill Appel in the service
Nothing to do with flying, but I'll be resuming military service in October. I'm a lieutenant in the Navy
Chaplain Corps. I'll be training in Fort Jackson until
Christmas. And before you ask, no, I do not know
where I'll be after that.

The Abbey is
a community
of monks belonging to the
Order of the
Cistercians of
the Strict Observance, one
of 17 of the
type in the United States. They support themselves
by baking their Monk's Bread.

Peace. Prayers. Semper Fi.

Fr. Bill Appel

They agreed to sell my book: “Air Born Again.”
NAPP Newsletter
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‘I remembered and I recalled’
By Msgr. John Hemann
I read with great interest and delight the article in the
August 2017 NAPP newsletter written by associate
member P.J. McDonald about the B29s, “Doc” and
“Fifi.”
I have stood
beside the other
two B-29s,
which are part
of history, the
“Enola Gay”
and
“Bockscar,”
and furthermore, I have
met each of the
pilots.
I met Paul Tibbets in 1995 at
the Ankeny,
Iowa, airport when he was a guest at the National Radio Controlled Airplane rally.
Paul was born in Iowa, but family moved to Florida
and he recalls that his father wanted him to be a medical doctor. After about one year of study, he knew he
wanted to fly airplanes. His father had a strong dislike
for airplanes and motorcycles, but his mother said,
“Paul, if you want to go fly airplanes, you’re going to
be alright.”

having seen what happened, and then was asked to fly
the second mission three days later, knowing the vast
devastation and deaths that would happen.
“Enola Gay” is in the museum in Washington, D.C.,
and “Bockscar”
is in the museum
in Dayton, Ohio.
Another point of
interest relating
to the atomic
bomb is the fact
that when the
annual NAPP
meeting was in
Santa Fe, New
Mexico, in July
1978, some of us
did a “fly out” to
Los Alamos,
where Robert
Oppenheimer
created the atomic bomb, and we toured the facility.
What I remember about that fly-in is that you LAND
TO THE WEST. There is no chance of a go-around or
missed approach because of the mountain. You ALWAYS DEPART TO THE EAST, and when you fly
off the end of the runway, you are about 3,500 feet in
the air.

I share this story with you because I recall someone
asking at our NAPP gathering this past July that it
His mother’s name was Enola Gay Haggard before
would be good to hear from some “long-timers” about
she married his dad. Apparently, he never forgot his
mother’s words of encouragement and thus named the NAPP happenings. Well, none of what I have just
historic B-29 “Enola Gay,” from which the first atom- shared would have happened if I had not been a pilot
and an NAPP member.
ic bomb was dropped on August 6, 1945.
Charles Sweeney piloted the “Bockscar,” the second Msgr. John Hemann is a charter member of NAPP.
B-29 from which the atomic bomb was dropped on
Photo of Enola Gay: Smithsonian National Air and
August 9, 1945, and ended the war. This B-29 was
Space Museum
named after Fred Bock, who usually piloted the plane.
NAPP Executive Team
I met Charlie Sweeney when he was the guest speaker
at our annual NAPP banquet in Boston in July 1989.
President
John Schmitz
1st
Vice
President
Joe McCaffrey
Many people do not know that Charlie Sweeney flew
2nd Vice President George Remm
a B-29 named “Great Artiste” along with Paul Tibbets
Secretary
Allen Corrigan
on the first mission and it carried all the measuring
Treasurer
John Hemann
equipment to monitor the results of the dropped
“Little Boy” bomb.
Regional Directors
Then, three days later, he flew “Bockscar,” which carEast
Al Ruschman
ried “Fat Man,” the bomb dropped on Nagasaki. CharMidwest
John Hemann
lie was able to share the experience of his first flight,
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Fr. Jim Falsey is in ‘Alaskan Shepherd’
NAPP member Fr. Jim Falsey is featured in the summer edition of
“The Alaskan Shepherd,” the missionary newsletter published by
the Diocese of Fairbanks.
The cover story is headlined, “Pilot priest spends retirement bringing the Mass and sacraments to rural Catholics in Alaska.”

“As the diocese’s only licensed pilot priest, he looks forward to
training seminarians to fly so they can bring the Mass and sacraments to the people of northern Alaska,” the newsletter says. “The
Diocese of Fairbanks has just 15 priests to serve 410,000 square
miles, which means many rural parishioners must go weeks or
even months without the Mass.”
Your NAPP dues enabled our organization to provide a $1,500
grant to the Diocese of Fairbanks in 2017.
Click here to read the full newsletter.

Report on candidates for grants
I would like to report back regarding my assignment as of the most
recent NAPP meeting in Charleston.

vices around HIV, health and nutrition, water and sanitation, and ecoFr. Allen Corrigan
nomic empowerment. CMMB has
been involved extensively in building sustainable health programs,
Proposal for the National
As you will recall, we were considplacing volunteers, and delivering
Association of Priest Pilots
ering additional grantees, and I sugessential medicines in over 120
gested two possible organizations.
countries, and has decades of expeIn support of Medicines For
I contacted Catholic Relief Services
rience in managing the many facets
Mercy: Emergency Relief for
(CRS) and the Catholic Medical
Mother of Mercy Hospital, Sudan of these services.
Mission Board (CMMB).
HEALING HELP: MEDICINE
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
I was unable to get any traction
& MEDICAL SUPPLY DISTRIInspired by the example of Jewith CRS; they don't seem to have
BUTION
a way of channeling funds that are sus, Catholic Medical Mission
CMMB receives health comspecifically earmarked for aviation- Board (CMMB) works in partnermodities
from pharmaceutical and
ship globally to deliver locally susrelated aid.
medical
supplies
industry partners,
tainable, quality health solutions to
With regard to CMMB, I was trans- women, children, and their commu- and then places these medicines and
ferred to a vice president on the
nities. CMMB is a faith-based glob- supplies in hundreds of locations
very first call, and he provided us
worldwide, through its robust supal health organization focused on
with an application for grant letter improving the health of vulnerable ply chain system and its extensive
within a few days.
network of in-country partners. In
women and children by targeting
so doing, CMMB meets an espethe leading causes of death in deI have included a copy of his procially serious global need; the
posal. Please give it your considera- veloping countries, having begun
operations in 1912. Its mission is to World Health Organization estition. Perhaps we will be able to
mates that one-third of the developconsider this at our next meeting in provide quality healthcare programs, without discrimination, by ing world’s people are unable to
July 2018.
working collaboratively with peo- receive or purchase essential mediI don't know if there is any way to ple in need around the world.
cines on a regular basis.
come to a consensus on this without CMMB has put a particularly
Continued on Page 6
a meeting, but if you have any instrong emphasis on providing serNAPP Newsletter

put, please contact the officers.
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Continued from Page 5
CMMB’s Distribution Center, a
33,000 sq. ft. climate-controlled
facility with a separate 716 cubic ft.
refrigerated unit in Long Island
City, New York, ships donated
product to locations worldwide in
response to requests from incountry partners. The convenient
location of CMMB’s Distribution
Center allows CMMB to rapidly
receive and send medication where
it is needed. CMMB is committed
to excellence in inventory management, tracking and supply chain
security to ensure that requested
materials arrive on time and in perfect condition. CMMB donation
recipients/consignees are carefully
vetted before inclusion in the trusted Healing Help program each
year. Over the last 10 years, our
Healing Help Medical Donation
program has deployed more than $2
billion worth of medicines, health
commodities, and medical supplies
to trusted local healthcare partners
in 120 countries scattered across
Latin America, Caribbean, Africa,
Eastern Europe, Middle East and
Asia.
In 2016, CMMB distributed
$357 million worth of products and
medications worldwide through
2,634 pallets and containers were
shipped to 27 countries. CMMB
partnered with 50 donors, including
pharmaceutical and medical supply
manufacturers, NGO partners, hospitals, and individuals, and distributed the supplies via 120 international and domestic consignees,
who received and distributed Healing Help donations.
MEDICINE AND SUPPLY DISTRIBUTION IN SUDAN
From June 2011, South Kordofan, Sudan, has been plagued by
armed conflict between the Government of Sudan (GOS) and the Sudan People’s Liberation MovementNorth (SPLM-N). This seven-year
old conflict has become a protractNAPP Newsletter

ed crisis that has been continuously
characterised by violations of International Humanitarian Law and
Human Rights. The conflict has, in
turn, led to a protracted and complex humanitarian crisis that affects
approximately one million civilians
in the Nuba Mountains is characterized by insecurity, massive displacement and restricted humanitarian access. Communities have experienced high levels of mortality
from lack of basic needs such as
food, health care, and livelihoods.
Provision of basic services such
as healthcare has all but collapsed,
because of the conflict. Mother of
Mercy Hospital (MMH), owned by
the Diocese of El Obeid and operated by Bishop Gassis Relief & Rescue Foundation (BGRRF) is the
only referral hospital in Nuba
mountains. Dr. Tom Catena, an Aurora Prize Laureate and CMMB
medical volunteer, is the hospital’s
medical director and only permanent physician. MMH provides inpatient, out-patient, preventive and
curative health services. The hospital is open six days a week and provides services including immunizations for children under 5 and pregnant women. It has a nutrition unit
that focuses on the severe malnutrition; an antenatal care clinic; a Voluntary Counselling and Treatment
Centre (VCT) for HIV/AIDS voluntary testing, counselling and
treatment.
Mother of Mercy Hospital also
manages an Outreach Program
which supports six primary health
care facilities with medicines and
medical supplies, supervision visits,
on-job training, support to immunization services and antenatal care
and referral services. The hospital
sees roughly 36,000 patients each
year, and provides direct services to
over 307,000 people through InPatient, Out-Patient and Outreach
Program services. Note that the
Hospital serves a catchment area of
1.1 million people in South Kordofan State and surrounding areas.
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In consultation with Dr. Tom
and the BGRRF, CMMB has identified the procurement of medicine
and medical supplies to support the
hospital’s operations to be a priority
to prevent a gap in services. The
current annual budget for medicine
and medical supplies at the hospital
is $174,000 and these supplies are
procured and transported to the hospital during the dry season from
November to March. CMMB has
received commitments from Aurora
Prize, along with other partners, to
assist with the procurement of essential medicines and medical supplies required for the effective operation of the hospital. CMMB,
through the Healing Help Medical
Donation Program, will use its logistical expertise in sourcing medicine and collaborate with the
BGRRF to transport these medical
supplies to Mother of Mercy Hospital.
CONCLUSION
Catholic Medical Mission Board
is laying the foundation for far
healthier, vibrant communities, especially for women and children.
CMMB’s commitment and accomplishments reflects its legacy of
healing and hope, which includes
over 105 years of support to those
most in need.
CMMB invites the National Association of Priest Pilots to consider
a gift of $2,000 to our Healing Help
Program to assist with the ground/
air delivery of these essential supplies to Mother of Mercy Hospital.
CMMB is most grateful to all
the members of the National Association of Priest Pilots for their consideration of this gift and their interest in providing these opportunities to make a lifelong difference in
the life of the communities we
serve.
Catholic Medical Mission Board
100 Wall St., New York, NY 10005
212-609-2571
www.cmmb.org/programs/medicaldonations
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Flight home includes a diversion because of storm
By Fr. Miles Barrett USN (Ret.)
CFI, CFII
God blessed 23 flight hours over
3,200 miles across our great nation
June 6-14. After 11:00 Mass and
confessions, I departed from Cape
May, New Jersey, (KWWD) for
Casper, Wyoming, and back.
Our Barrett Family Reunion was in
Casper. So, along the way, I stopped
in my home diocese of Sioux City,
Iowa, to visit family and stayed a
couple of nights with my former parishioners in Sanborn, Iowa.
You all know how we triple check
weather and have alternate flight
plans ready; but, hope to fly as filed?
Well a lot can change in three to six
hours during a Midwest summer
day. Heading home it changed a lot.
An IFR flight plan was filed from Boone, Iowa,
(KBNW) to North Vernon, Indiana, (KOVO) at
11,000 feet, 448 miles away and an estimated 3 hours,
with 2 hours of fuel remaining upon landing. N42PG
is a 1977 Piper Turbo Arrow III and does well on hot
days climbing to the cool, thin air above most the
weather. But not this time.

inches of heavy rain in a short hour or so.

I landed as seen in this ForeFlight screenshot taken on
the approach. Ground speed revealed 114 knots due to
tailwinds before I circled to land on 23. Turbulence
had unsecured items floating in the cockpit as the airfield appeared. I had N42PG tied down only minutes
before a black sky flooded the streets with over 2

God has gifted us generously as priest pilots! And He
blessed us with the art of flying. He only trusts we will
be humble enough to use His gifts wisely and gratefully.

Maybe God was smiling on me to have a night’s rest
and quiet time to reflect on His creative power?

Last leg home to Cape May of 547 miles in 3.6 hours
was smooth going at 12,000 feet; N42PG saw 217plus-mph ground speeds due to tailwinds. The trusty
finger Oximeter Plus read 97-94 percent oxygen and
Of the 3,200-plus miles in little over a week, I only
72 pulse-rate along the way and that was without the
needed to divert on this last day heading back to Cape oxygen tanks being used. But it’s good to monitor and
May. That was rather good for summertime storms.
be reassured. During that descent into Seymour, IndiBut since I started to be PIC in 1979, this was the first ana, the day before, it read 85 pulse rate; just thanking
time I didn’t read the weather’s quick development
God for the help with every beat.
and intensity. I know it can always happen; but, I have
We are so blessed today to be able to fly! As priest
always routed around it before or stayed on the
pilots, we have seen God’s hand calming the winds
ground.
and have soared between cloud layers. Then other
This was a reminder to me how important alternates
times God uses the gifts He’s given us to fly safely
are; all our plans may be changed once we depart terra and navigate the storms in life; trusting Jesus our
firma.
Lord.
After a great visit with college classmates, and morn- Like Peter on the Sea of Galilee tossed in the boat (Mt
ing Mass in their home in Boone, I filed for KOVO
14:22-23), joining Christ for a walk in the storm. We
North Vernon, but ended up diverting to Seymour,
define ourselves best not in what we fear; but, keeping
Indiana, (KSER) to avoid a big storm cell that grew
our eyes on Christ letting Him help us cope with the
quicker than predicted. The two airports were close.
storms of life.
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Time to
get ADS-B
By Fr. Miles Barrett
USN (Ret.)
ADS-B in and out is
around the corner. So, I bit
the bullet and upgraded
my transponder. Just in
time, by the way, to get the
FAA rebate of $500.
2020 is coming on fast and
prices are showing competition is good; it’s bringing
them down. Keep an eye
out and you’ll see your
best move if you have to
do it yet. It needs a GPS
that is WAAS capable.

Fr. Chris Mann wants to join NAPP, and last time he
and I were heading out and had plane trouble, he
stayed around that week and soloed in a C-152, but
has just become a pastor and has not found the time to
complete the dream. But still is thinking of joining
NAPP.

My Garmin 330 had an extended squitter or ES with
traffic information already coming to the Garmin 430
WAAS screen. So, it was easy to send to the factory
and when it returned, slip it back in and be done for
less than a new system.

I used my favorite shop and they did it while I went to Wishing everyone a color safe flying fall. Pax Christi,
breakfast with Fr. Chris Mann and talked about
carpe diem!
NAPP. It was installed and programmed when we
came back.

Have you paid your dues?

NAPP Dues – U.S. $25.00
2018 fiscal year begins July 1, 2017

Membership dues for 2018 have been received from
46 regular members and 21 associate members.

Use this form to send your dues or use Pay Pal (go
to www.priestpilots.org and click on Pay Pal).

Just for fun, draw a line from Clear Lake, Iowa TO
England, United Kingdom TO Arusha,Tanzania TO
Jamaica TO Santa Maria, California TO Dillingham,
Alaska TO North Pole, Alaska and back TO Clear
Lake, Iowa and everyone will fall inside those borders.

NAME: ____________________________________
ADDRESS: _________________________________
CITY:_____________ STATE:___ ZIP:____________
EMAIL: _______________ PHONE:______________

Think of the open skies, the beauty and change of the
landscape, and the support and friendship shared by
all because we are pilots, but most of all we are members of the National Association of Priest Pilots.

Type: __Charter

__Associate

Mail to: Msgr. John Hemann, 481 N. Shore Dr., Apt.
301, Clear Lake, IA 50428-1368

God is so good to us and we have this special way, as
pilots, to see and enjoy His creative work.

Please send newsletter articles, notes and photos
to: Tom Enwright, napp.editor@gmail.com; 419
Chestnut St., Sauk City, WI 53583

If you have not paid your NAPP dues for 2018, please
do so by using the form at right. Thank you.
Msgr. John Hemann
Treasurer
NAPP Newsletter
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Deadline for the December edition: November 30.
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