organization. Usually I refer these
to Mel Hemann. I have been
thinking that maybe each of us
should be scanning the horizons for
prospective new members. There
are priests who have either been
inactive or have never belonged,
but who fly with a certain
regularity. Maybe this convention
might be a good time to invite them
to consider joining us. Given the
It seems that time flies more (and fact that our "mean age" (?) is
faster) than I do. In just a very getting wup there, some new
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short time we will be gathering in

‘Menlo Park, CA, as Bill Roche hosts
318t

the NAPP. for the
convention. The exact dates are
July 12 -13,1994. The line-up sounds

great (see April newsletter) and

promises to be one of our best
‘atﬁeriﬂgs ever!

Several times since last year I have
had inquiries into the

(perhaps) young blood might be a
great shot in the arm for N.A.P.P.

See you in California! Fly safely!

Tom Geelan



We have two items of current importance
in this newslefter..ihe annual comferenes
im Menlo Park and the Jetier from John
VYakwishas inviting ws to iwo evemis in
Miltord, Iowa.

As President Tom says in his message. Bill has
a very interesting agenda lined up for us in the
Eay area. Be sure te I8t him know your plans s0
that he can plan accordingly. Time s ruaning
shart.

There are soma seats avatllable in {owa planes. |
have one seat available leaving Dubugue on July
4 for a northwestern tour and then down the coast
to the Bay. Frank Memmers aiso has room. If you
are interestad, 18t us know.

I am including JohAn Vakulskas's letter as
he sent it. Hopefully you will receive this
in time for the June 26 bash. I won't be
able to go but hopefully others of you can.
Congratulations Johin and Ed Murray on

At the end of Joan's fettev I added the info
about the Midwest Fall gathering at
Johin's place, There will be anocther letter
before then so we can add a few more
particulars at that time. Meanwhile, get
that one on the books.

The Midwest region has bean looking mhead to
‘9% when we are to host the July convention,
Presently it looks as though Dick Sknpa will be
our host in Chicago. Since Dick is now retired and
has absaolutely nothing to do batwesan now and
July. 1995, it should be a great convention. You
can get that one on the celendar toe. Unless
some on8 comes up with a greater idea at the
Califarnia convention, the Windy City should be
it for 9%,

Jack Paisley sent a few pictures of the
Midwest Spring Regional meeting in
Safina, XS, A couple of professors from
the U of Kansas flight school gave two
very intervesting prveseniations. One on
the GPS, the other on mew awspace
definitions. Tom Giflespie has a rather
intevesting and lengthy story se at this
point I'm not sure how the spacing will
come out on this newsletter. If there's
room I'l include some of the pictuves. If
not, ook for them in the next issue.

SEE YOU IN CALIFORNIA

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
REV. MEL HEMANN

20245 ST. JOSEPH DRIVE
RICKARDSVILLE, {A 32039

319-552-2233




. QUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL CHURCH
300 FULTON STREET
REDWQOD CITY, CA. 94082

April 4, 1934
Pear Mel,

Here is the final program for the NAFE meating of Vallombrosa,
July 11 Arrival

Cociktails and dinner 6:00 PM

Aftar dinner convarsation with Amelia Reid. vetaran pilot and eerobatics mmstructor
July 12

0800 Breakiast

1000 Tour of Onizuka Air Force Base--*The Blue Cube®

satsllite tachnology
1200 Lunch at Maotiet Field

1338 Tour of NASA Ames research center—wind tunnsl,
experimantal aircraft. research aircraft simulators,

. flight line
1600 Euchenst—vallombrosa
1700 Attitude adjustment
1808 Dinner
Conversation with Steva Steinhotf, FAA Specialist
Dakiand FISDO-—currant critical concerns as they affect general aviation
July 13
0800 Breakiast
1000 Flyout to Monteray, iunch on the pier OR
fiv out to Calumbie. CA., 1850's mining town
Reiurn in time for
16400 Liturgy--vVeticmbrasa
1630 Business mesting
1800 Dinner—speaker, Father Gens Bovls, pilot. friend of
Caesar Chavez. raconteur
July 14
0800 Breaktast, departure/stay to Friday

.*:ELE.E will be at Vallombrosa Center on july 11 and 12. Call 415-325-5614 toreport
yowur TTA so that you can be pickedup. If allelse fails, you might try Ais home number

e JIS-3EL-1700

-.3_



Saint Joseph Church

Rev, John Vakulskas, Jr. 1305 Okoboji Ave,
Pastor Milford, 1A 51351
| TEL: 712-338-2274

FAX: 712-338-2969
© Tuesday, May 3, 1994

Rev. Mel Hemann
20245 Saint Joseph Drive
Rickardsville, LA 52039

Dear Mel:
Keep up the great work on the N.A P.P. newslefter.

Fellow N. A P.P.er Ed Murray, Pat Walsh and myself will be celebrating our 25th
Anniversary in the Priesthood on May 24, 1994, In addition t¢ the annual Diocesan
Celebration for these anniversaries, [ am happy to announce something that the
N.AP.P.ers might be irterested in.

Here at the Parish, there will be an anniversary cefebration in honor of the 50th
Anniversary of Rev. Jim Fandel and myself on my 25th Anniversary. [ am agreeing
to alf this only for the sake of honoring the priesthood. With the priesthood taking
a beating in the news lately, about priests who are miserable failures, this is a great
time to honor the priesthood. Therefore, on Sunday, June 26, 1994, we will have
a concelebrated Mass of Thanksgiving here in Milford, lowa at 2 p.m.

The response to all of this initially has been so great that we do not really have the
facilities for a decent reception. As a result of this being in the lowa Great Lakes
Region, we have reserved the Arnolds Park Amusement Park after that Mass fora
barbecue and reception. This is to enable families to attend this event where the
priesthood can have high visibility. Otherwise only adults tend to attend these.

The manager of the park has graciously consented to make available to all people,
all day ride passes to the Amusement Park at a bargain rate of only 35 instead of the

_q,_,




usual $10.95 per persen.

I wish to invite all N.A P.Pers to this event where the priesthood can truly be honored in
a special way by the Lord's special people.

The Milford airport here 1s only four blocks from the Parish Church. The Spirit Lake Airport
15 & few miles north of the Parish Church and the Spencer Airport is a few miles south.

Please loiger that you are all welcome to attend and enjoy a preat event. In case of rain, the
barbecue will be held in the dance pavilion at the Arnolds Park Anmisement Park.

Frate ;Z‘iﬂhnst,

A. Valmiskas, Ir.

NAPP MIDWEST FALL REGISNAL MEETING
(O tha sAgves of Lake Okoboji
MONDAY, SEPTEMEER 24, 1984
£T. JOSEPH CHURCH
13835 OROEQIE AVE.
MILF@RD. I0WA 51351
T12-338-2274 0} T12-338-2172 {H)

Hosted by: John Vakutskas, Ji., St doseph Church,  Milfard
and a host of other Sioww City diocesan NAPP membeie.

Rectory has space for sgme early arrivals and/or late departures.

Frank Nemmers has reserved YIANNEY HOUSE. {diccesan owned
housa for priests' ysage) on September 25, 26 and 27. $10 per night,

This area is known as fhe JOWA GREAT LAKES region
Lovely spot to do many of the things you've afways wanted
to do but never got around to doing. Let join know what
your (Aonorable) intentions are...swimming, golfing, boating,

goofing off!







.IEII ADVENTURBES IN A CHAMP
bt Tosa Gillewpls, Si. Josaph, N

{ learned to Ay nearniy thirteen pears ago at
the 1ipa2 old age of 43. 11 was something |
had always wanted lo do, but because of
one thing of another | naver had the
charce, Being a Catholic pnest and
havng lite francia assistance available
didn't belp much. B throvgh the help of
some good pilot friends who cheered me
on, and an unde=r standing chuich supetior,
| finallp got my iicerns s n 1390 What a day
that was. | had taken the hest the week
bafzie, but had rouble with cross-wind
landings. | was required to come back the
nest wesk 10 pass that part of the test,
Although | was embamrassed that | dd
poorly on the cross- wind landings, the
extrapractics | had the [oiowing week has
giver: me much greater confidence when
the vand is streaking across the runway,

Althcugh | leaned to fly in a Piper
Tomahawk, | soon graduated to other
more complex planes. About & paar after
gettiteg my licarde a kiend of mine
introduced me ta the world of taildraggers
more spacifically to my most favoiita
iane of all time, The Champ The
hamp [Champron TEC] has besr and
alwayps will b= my favonte plane. For me
there iz nothing that can compare o the
fenl of b stick and rudder. And although
hot a fast moving plane, the Champ gives
me the fesling of gertly foating in ar,
Somehow | feel doser to natura, to God.
ard to ke uiverse, | am never happier
than sitting in the hont seat of a Champ,
whether on loats. skis or veeis,

Paul Ander zon, & good pilot friend of mene.
letma Hy kws Champ 740618 often. Many of
us received our Host ratings in that plans.
We wera havng trouble wath the Champ
ore day in March of 1989, It was my job
to bring it io the mechanic and have the
angine checked out |t was losing powet
and almosi oguil sevaral hme:. The
mecharsc worked on it and sac all was
firne. Byt it wasn't, | ran up the engine and
did all the tasts. All seemed pust ine. Then
Foe thee final test. | had a norm al takeoff until
| was about 150 feet off the ground. Then
the engine quit. | did what many say you
thauide't do and burnad back towards the
apwt. A fpin was imminent sa |
aightened the plane ot The ground
$ coming up fast | pulled on e shick
nd the nose came up but there was litle
forward speed and she bt hard collapsing
the main gear. The undarcarmiage
sustained quite a bit of damage and the
prap wag bent. But the pilot walked away
without & scratch.

A crash 1z never any fun. but an awplane
crash is even warse when pou congide
the FAA and NTSE and several othe: iocal
organizations have to get mvglved. The
FAA took the plane apart piece by piece
and found wads of paper towel in one gas
tank and in the uel line leading 'o the
caburetor. | felt better knowang that |
hadn't done anything wiong, but | silk felt
pretty terrible that | had crashed my
friend’s plane and had little or no money to
help pay for it. | sent Paul a check for
$1 500, [t was all tha money | had in the
waf Id.

Faul wouldnt accept my check to help
with repars and sent it back. Inst=ad he
and his brother suggested we fix tha plans
oursalves and maks it hetter than mew,
With the help of Faul, s brothet Jim, and
a hst of ather rew friends from Lake Elmo
Abpoct, we set about the task ol puthing the
Champ back together.

Paul and Jim bought another ctazhed
Champ from southesn Minhesata we
diove down there and brought it back on
a flat bad {rader. Mary of the parts could
be used for repars. '

After stipping off the Fabric of the ofiginal
Champ we found lats of rust. A mechanic
from Amery, W, wolunteered his sorvices
i wedchng parts of the two planes togetier
lo make ona strong frame. Mary Hudec, a
good piot friend, drove up waith me_ In &
morth we dowe up again and brought
back the nawly crested rame. [t fooked
beand new. The guy wouldn't taka a cenl
for doing the weldng ‘We were so grateful,
Aiport people are a terrific bunch,

Back i Lake Elmo Jim Anderson and hiz
tors cleated a cold weathes booth for us
to work on the plane in the vanter, Feoples
from all owes Lake Elmo Airpart came to
look over the proiect. Many of them staped
and helped, giving us ther axpert advica
it one form o another, One knew how to
wald, another knew the electrical system,
wisla others brought their experbize in
mary different areas. What a joy o meet
30 mamny paople who were mnierested in

helping.

The jast ziep of cowsa was the cloth
covering. Agan =0 many difersnt people
came to help. ‘We learned to stieich the
cloth over the surfaces. glus it in placs,
and then use an ordinary kitchen xon ko
shrink # into ils proper form. Mexl came
screws, lvets, paint and all the rest. M ary
pecple spent lote and fote of howrz puthing
the: Champ back together, | cant possibly
remembsr all the names. Buk they all have
& place in my haart. The bent prop and a

—

pacture of the accadent it in my office as
a ramindar. A picture of the "new £ hamp"
is right mext to it

The Champ flew again for the first time on
O ctobes 5, Y986, Alter the tast pot, | was
ko be te First to Ay it again. A bit nervodus
and apprehensive, | cimbed in tha fignt
saat | all iooked to famihiar. The minute
the engine cama to life | knew | was back
wath an old hiend The take-off was
smonth as zhe literally jumped ofl the
runway. The aillerons and rudder moved in
umizon. The huge wings and wide aderans
make the Champ seem to foat and tun
iikm a gantis dave in flight. It was good to
be back in the Champ.

As | said, the Champ will always be my
[avotits ptare. Throuwgh the years | have
had the chance o continue to Ik the
Ehamp, of ona very simiar io & | know
that | have more ihan 30 hours in a
Champ. and those are just the howrs ['vwe
counted ;

Although ? had flown a larger plane ko the
Bahamas, | had always wanted o fy the
Champon a trip. Faul suggestad that
| By it down to Marco Island in Florida
whete he and bis wife Jan live durng the
varter montht. [t sounded like a geat
advertue and so0 we planned and
dreamed.

‘We both wanted the plane to be in pesfact
shape for the inip. Pau warded new seats
since the ald ones tagged quite a bit. Paul
callad the old ones "one hour seats.” Alter
corsulting with soms of the lecal psople,
Sis Uphotstery m 5t. Clowd was contr acted
bn do the rew zeate And what a
speciacular job they dia.

The avionics |edt a bot to be dastad Faul
contracted Branerd Avionics o inztall a
nesw communications system and 8 new
YOR racsiver. Whal 2 diflerence tha
made. Paul had the Loran C from his 185
put in the Champ az wedl. 1n addition to all
the way- points. it also has a Flybrary
which gves Iois of information about local
amports: unways, unicom frequenciss,
hued, etc, The king of b new avionics was
to be the Garnin B5 GPS5. This 1= a
fartastic new system. The pansl of tha
Champ had to be rearranged a bit o
accommodate all the new equipmeant But
somshow it all fit and all worked perfeciy.

The llpat: were taken off in mid-October
ard the apnual scheduisd for the jatts
pat of that month, Bob Leader of Clear
Lake. MN, and kiz crew dig¢ the annual



urdder the watchiul sve of the ailot in
command. | was there practically every
day complaining abow something not
bedig fixed right. The plane had o be in
perfect shaped--not a loose screw on the
whola plane. Bob and hes crew are a good
bunch and theu did an excellent job.

As if that was not enough, | brought the
Champ te Lake Elmo arport for an
inspachon by Jim Monkgeau, anothes
good friend and expert mechanic. He
worked o the bming and made sure we
couid get eveiy bit of power that was
pos sible out of the Champ. it'e a longride
ta Marco Izland. He and Jim Anderson,
Pad's beoiber, inspecied the plane ard
posnked ok aTew other things that nesged
fixing. Back to Leader's in Clear Lake vath
a few more complairds. | was becoming
one of teir worst nightmares. At lazt ail

was ready_ | think they were glad to get rid
of me-- hopefully for the last fime.

My plan was lo leave on Sunday,
Movember 21. and hopefuly airive in
Marco before Thanksgivirg day which was
tihe foltovang Thursday. | had goten all the
necessary charts weeks before and
spread them ot all over the house,
making plant for fuel stops and staying
overright & small arports. Every lime |
started planning | began to sweat and
thought to myselt Do | ieally want tu do
thiz? Am | & bit crazy as zome of my
frierds suggested? Or would it be the
adventura of z lifetime?" | hoped it woukd
be the |atter.

The weather service promised me good
weaathar for most of the tip. My asscciate
pastor. who was more nervous than |
heitned maget the plare teady the night
hefora. \Wwe moved a ciub plane out of a
hanget and tucked the Champ away for
the might, full of fuel and loaded with my
suitcase, sleeping bag and some diet
Fepsi,

Surdiay momning tuned out to be A
beautifd day vath ternperabires m the mid
40's. Witk a few butterfliss in my stom ach
| rode to the SE Eloud Airport with ancther
friend. | had no exouses. The weather was
fima, aven a bit of a tadwind.

| |aft 5. Cloud at 8:00 a.m. and the mirmse
| dimbed off the rwuway the butterfies
disappeared and | knew | was infor a graat
oo adverdwre. My confidencs was thete.
With comiortable mew sestz, all the
avionics ore could wazh tor, | knew § would
have a meat ime. | was on my wayp,

My brst stop was Mason City, 14, for gas
and a pit stop. The Champ is such a pretty
plane that many people came out just to
fogk at it 1 put tn sleven gallons of gas. |
discovered that | was gsthng 512 gallons
par howr. That was much batter than |
expectad. | was flying at 5,500 ay 2400
APM’s.

| departed Mason City at 11:00 a.m. and
cruiged at 5,500 f=et Shortlp after passing
Dhumwa, fowa, | began {0 spoountsr
strong headwinds. At one time | was ondy
gomg 37 knots. | decided that was too slow
and that perhaps | should lock for a place
to land for the night. | landed at Kirksvifis_
MO_, at 3:00 pm. and found the wands
really gusty o the grownd | thought that
weas snough for ore day. Like many small
airports they had a courtesy car--usually a
1980 F ord Granada or som ething like that-
-which theay ! pilots use who are staying

‘gver night. | diove to the rearsst motel of

modetate price and staved for the night
Kirkswile= iz a nica town with foendy
people. | watched the Yikings lose to
Tampa Bay and got to bed ey, My plan
was to gst an earky start the next morning:

Monday proved ie be 2 beawtifut bae chifly
mornireg. | gassed up and was ready o go.
But{ had a tough time starting the engine.
i let it sit for whila and tried agan. This
time, after leaving the orimer owt, she
gtarted on the second iry. | was off on the
second day of my adventurs at 736 am.
Theta was a bright 2un and much more
Favor abile ward ot 5500 fi | ook a more
masterly course alter passing the St. Lows
aMea,

| was truly surprized by afl the flooding that

shll sxisted sowrh of 54 Loz | stepped at -

‘Wathingion Co. Adrport right on lhe
Mizzissippi River. it didnt look boo good
but thets weis no X's on the rurway. |
|andad and gassed up. Tha irendy people
of Misgouwri bold me their airport had bean
closed four times in the past six months
because of looding It looked lika it was
about 1o close again since waler was
vizible at are end of the runway. They had
two Champs there. Neither had elechic
gtart. 7401B looked much nicer than
etthey

The zightz along the Mississippi Valley
were spectacular and icould hardly keep
my eyes off e beautihd landscape balow
me, It was hands off fyng with just atouch
of left rudder to keep the Champ on
course. My camera wasz in the back and
avery bme | tried to get it the plans nosed
sharply upwards. Why didn't | leave it
closer? | made the resolve o keap it cloger

_.8-

rhe newt tme | landed. | fedt 20 happy, | ‘

really lucked out on weather, The tky was
biue with a few puffy ciouds a! about
20000 R The wind was from L
noithwest and | was fiving at abow 80
knots, & good dip fer a Champ with 90
hoeses. Al my navigational systems
[VOA, Loran and GPS) wera working
perfacty.

Alter two and ore-half how s of grest Hying
| landed &t Mayfied, K'Y, for a candy bar
break, some fusl and 2 oquait of il
Everyone thera came out to logk at the
Champ. She wag prather than a piciure az
she sat mn front of e pumps. Shll getting
lesz than sin galions per hour,

| ieft Mayield asbout 1:00 p.m. and found
the sijss smooth az glazs at 5500 ard s=t
the GPS for Huntssalle, AL Not a Apple in
ke sky. | landed 3 Hurdsville Moeth after
anather two and one-half howrs of flight.
‘we had some friendy conversation and
again averyone wanted to look the Champ
over. Alter filling up wath fusf | departed
Huniswille and headed for my finai
dastination of the day, Gadsdan, AL.

The fip from Humsville o Gadeden iz
about an bour. [t was baautiful fving, but
| was gething a littee nervous a3 sundown
was anprocaching. | had made aresolve to
be on the ground by sundown. | sighed a
breath of relisfi when | had the airport in
sight. Somehow shange arports lock
formidable 1o me at night. | have--a3 have
most peols--always found it much more
difficult to iand = night. The depth
perceaplion change always makes it a
demanding task | clicked the runway
lights oh just as | was coming in on Final.
By the time | ted the Champ down i was
already dark.

fadsden. ke mast smalt arports, has a
group that hangs around the field. They
iave to talk about flying and their favorits
planes. | met some vety inder esting people
theta, Among them waz an  older
gerileman namad.! P King Jr, who owns:
a Champ, a Cub and several oithe: planes.
Whar he saw the Champ he st had to
come out arnd compare & to his. b also had
a look &t hig Champ, his Cub and ssveral
other planet. Hix Champ was sitractive
bt it couldn’t compaie to 74018 J P told
ma the best place to eat in Gadeden and
the best moted to stay at,

After gome fniendly convers ation with J P
and zoma of tha other fallows | et out in
the "mirport iimo™ [a 1390's wntage stalion
wagon] for the great oy of Gadsden. |




k a wrong tun and ended up quite a
ays from town. |'ve never bean afhraid to
stop and ask directions. so alter pulting
some gas in the always-emply tank of the
aitpodl lsaner, | linally mada it 1o the motel
and ta J P King's favonte eating place. |

had a great meal and hall way through
dirmer in walks J P. We continuad aur

convercation. Heand all the rest sure
made me heel right at home. My intention
was to gel to bed early and be ready tafly
by 7200 a.m.

The next day, Tuesday, proved to be a
beautiful day with hardly a doud in the sky,
but it was chilly and there was l1ost on the
Champ and all the other aircrakt sitting on
the apion. The fendly line boy lent me a
spiayvel with windshield cdeaner and aller
an hout of spraping and wiping | was
cleaned off and ready o go.

G adsen has a long runway and It seemed
o take me forever o gel into takeoil
position. | was finally off the ground al 8:10
am. It waz to be another picture petfect
day of fiying. How lucky could a guy get

mbing to the southeas! | saw whal
d lske 10,000 [t toweting mounkain
ront of me. There was nothing on the

charts like that. | cimbed and dimbed. |
finally realized that thay ware only about

3.000 . high and that | would have no
pioblem getting over them. It was a
beautiful day and | was danang in the sky.
Amd | realized too how much | love Aping -
especially by myself,

| headed for Auburn and ther with the help
ol Columbus approach | headed for
Americus. GA. | wasn quite sure whal
Americus was all about, but it seemed like

aneal name and a place o get some gas.
Thete wete all sorts ol Funny looking

planes all lined up in rows on the ground
as | made my approach. | thought I'd lake
a charea and land as | neaded gas
anpway. My first try at landing was really
rolten, so | went alound and tned again,
this time using a different rurmay, Thal
wiorked just fine.

Americuz ¢ where | met two very
memorable chaacters. Doc and Mack,
arnd found out that the strange planes

[more than 100 of them] were agnicultural
impoited from Europe and were
ﬁ sale inthe United Stales. This was
explaimed to me by Doc and Mac, the

two mechanics who work at the airport. |
alsg found out that Charles Lindbergh did

hiz firzt 2olo fight there and that Amencus
i the home of the Pitts. a very famous

aerobatic arplarne, Jimmy Carter lives
fight down the line in Plaing.

You can't beat the hospitally of small
airports. It would be a shame If small
airports ever disappeared. Lel's hope that
privale avation alwaws has a home in the
hearts of Americans. Mack and Doc

showed me fine G ecigian hospilalily and
invited me foi & toul ol Americus and

brought me to thei [avorite iestawant for
lunch. "Want your tea with or withouw
sugar 7' | will never lor thase twa
gentlemen and the great hospitalty they
showed a northern boy from Minnesota.

But | had to push on if | was going to get
to Marco by Thanksgving. Alter filling with
gas | took off at about 1:00 p.m. and set
up the GPS for Perny, FL. Morthen Florida
wasexperiencing a diy spell and there
weda many brugh fires along the way. The
sky was clear, bul the smoke made it IFH
in a lew spots.

| located Perry at abaul 3.00 p.m. It really
looked strange. The 3 iunways werein the
form of a tnangle and they were equal in
length, about 5000 K. Evdently Peiiy is
rot used a lol. The runway | landed on had
weeds about two feet tall. It was kind of

scary, Butl didfind a place to gas up. | also
found out that it had been used in World

\Wai Il to train pilotz, so they had a rurway
facing just about every direction for
beginning pilots &0 they didn't have to face
cross winds at first, | saw several other
airports  with  the same unway
confguration,

| was happy to get oul of Pery with no flat
tires or stones hitting the prop. Departure
hime was 330 p.m. The wind had picked
up considerably and it was in my favor

Imagine the Champ going over 30 knots,
| fedt like a jet pilot. | arrived about 5:00 and
didnt have the best landing of my life--in
lact ane of the worgl. |t waz one of thoze
that you hope no one else saw. | could
hear them say, 'My God, he must just be
leatring o fy." Semahow | kept il on the
rurway. | think | was getting tired.

Dscala is actually a rather lange cly and it
is famous for raising and biaining horses,
It algo went thicugh a hoirible tornado |ast
March. Pictures all over the office and
restaw ant showed the lemible destiuchon.
Twenly planes were dastiaped and many
more suffered damage. They didn't have
an "aliport imo'' to lend me, but the local
Holiday | nn had a shutlle service for free.
| ¢pent the night there, had a wonderful
buffet dinner. and asked for a wake-up call
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and ride to the anpoit eaily the next
molmng.

| arrived al the amporl ‘Wednesday
morning at 8:00 am _ but weather was a
disappointment. Flight Service [he also
had a Champ and so we compar ed notez)
lold me the overcast would lift in several
howrs. So | wailed, had breakiast, and
read a navel Al9 30 | went up for a look,
but came night back down when | reabzed
that | didn' have thiee miles and one
thausand fest.

At 17:00 | linally faund enough visibilty b
cortinue my flight. |l wazn't exaclly greal,
but | could see and | was legal. | stopped
at Zepheihills fot & half-hour becalse the
wizshility was very pooi. That's also one of
those strange aiiporls with the weeds
growing on the bnangle-shaped unways.
As | conbinued om (o Chatlotte Co. the
weather began o improve. | was looking

forward to the last lea of my iournes and
finally airiving al Maico Auport.

Shortly after leaving Charlotte Co. |
contacted Fort Meyer approach and asked
them to keep an aye on me as | wen!
thirough their teriitory. They were very kund
and took great pains o see thal the
Champ was safe from all those big planes
around theie. ‘We terminated radar service
when | had Marco Airport i sight Now for
a good landing so Paul and Jan donl
laugh at me.

Paul and Jan watched a llawless landing
(“Thank you God"] and diected me to a
parking place with the help of the airport
manager . |l was & giaal faaling to finally be
Yhere " They were plad 1o ses me and |
sure was glad to see them,

During my week's stay | washed and
waxed the Champ. changed oil and even
flew it once. | had to say good bye since |
was leaving the plane for Paulto fly during
the wanter, | would mizs my good friend,
But I have my ticket on US A to go back
and pick the Champ up inAprnl. And so the
advanture will continue. ...



MIDWEST REGIONAL
SALINA, KANSAS
APRIL 1991

(UPPER LEFT - CLOCKWISE)

WINDY! HANG ON TO THOSE HATS

JOHN & EV TAXIING 0UT

FRANK FOLLOWS IN THE MOONEY
THERE'S ALWAYS «0oe9D Foobh

PAISLEY! IT'S ESTATE,. NOT U OoF K

OUR TEACHER. HOSTS WERTH & WOLESKY
WOWII WHAT A GROUPI!
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