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Father on Murrat,_:} dileq

Many NAPP members remember Fr. Don Murray of Sky Ranch fame.
The fellewing account of his death twe months ago ig gleaned from J
newspaper articles sent by his co-worker, Sister Liz Lynch. If any-
ore is interested, or knows of a priest interested in this particular
anogtolate, contact her at Sky Ranch or drep me a line.

An unexplained early evening crash near the Baker, flont,, alr-
rfield ended the humanitarian career of Father Don Murray, nationally
known &t "The Flying Padre," and a 16 year-o¢ld resident of the "Sky
Ronch Tor Beys" he had founded for baoys in trouble cor from broken
homes .

Twe other youths from Sky Ranch, located at Camp Croock, about
40 miles eamst of Baker, were injured when the plane carrying the
foursame back to South Dakota crashed and exploded shortly after take-
o0 °f from “he Baker airfield at about 7:20 p.m. 0One of them was
treated for multiple cuts and bruises at the Baker Hospital and Tre-
1emsed and the other was reported to be In serious, but stabllized
sondision, in the same hospital.

The plane reportedly circled back cver the airport shortly after
take-off and crashed in a hilly field less than a half mile from the
airpert. The aircraft erashed and disintegrated irn the field, tcesing
the engine nearly 500 feet,

*Tagt Saturday may have been cne of the happiest days of Father
Murray's 1life,” Bishop Harold J. Dimmerling =aid in his sermon on
the text. "Whatsoever you do tc the least of my brethren, you do to
me.l'l

Dimmerling told how Murray last Saturday baptized Two boys, Kevin
Blakey and Martin Pierce, and was “extremely happy" on the occasion.
Fe promised To fly them to Baker, Mont., for dinner, which he did.

"We know that on The way back he met his untimely death with
Kevin Blakey, but we know that on the day of our death we are born
into cverlasting life." Dimmerling sald.

Calling Murray a man of compassion, who shared the aufferings
oT his Tellsw men =nd whose heart went cut to those who needed help,
he said Sky Ranch was a version of God's work for him, which he
zladly accepted.

"fle are humsn, we are sorrowing that God has taken a great man
and a priest %o himegelf but we are also celebrating that Father
Murray and Kevin have entered pertals cof eternal glory.” Dimmerling
said.

"Father Murray was a product of ithe Rapid City Diocese, he
spent hig life here working for others...Many are concerned about
the future of Sky Ranch. I can assure you it will continue, the
Bighop gaid. :

He zaid that very generous men who had contributed financially
and other ways have pledged continued support to Sky Ranch.

"I can assure you that the work Father Murray began will not
be digeontinued," he said. "Father Murray had the foresight to plan
for the future and he had schooled Father Dale Kutil in his work."
Father Kutil and others will continue his work."



Bnnger Museum
Taud Qi’lm\., Nebraska

Tuesday afternoon, September 30, nine Central region NAPP mem-
bers met in David City, Nebraska for the Fall Regional Meeting host-
ed by Irvin Weber. Highlight of the get-together was a tour of the
Bonger museum. For over Z5 years Mr. Bonger has been buying and
rebuilding old cars, trucks and steam engines. lHis single-handed
accomplishments are almost unbelievable, If you're near the Lincoln,
Nebraska area his place is about 30 miles N. W. He has a landing
strip on his farm and the museum ig worth seeing.

The evening concluded with dinner and the business meeting at a

. fly-in restaurant in Utiea, Nebraska.
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s FROM HERE AND TWERE . ..

BRIE

Tris letter is from John MacGillivray who I miesged by 15 minutes
‘n Ushkozh:

"when T arrived back in Ctiawa after the Oshkesn Fly-in Aug. &,
vour lester had becn Torwarded there from Petawawa. Sorry i missed
seeing you at She fly-in but I did not ges your letter till L gZov
back home.”

MT woa shifted 2o CFB Ottaws (South) Ontario, KI1A OK5 Easter
wezek and probanly will be there till 1 retire from ~he service in 77
or '7%. You mighl note the change of address, I am writing this
note from my parents' home at Antigerish, Neva Scodia, After revurr-
ing ‘ron Oshkosh to Ottawa I came down here air line 1o sperd the
»eat of my leave with my folks. I rave te be back In OtTawa on
Lug. Z25Lh.T

"Your guggeation aboul having a FAFF cconvention in U-tawa cr
armmowhore in Canads is interesting. There iz gn excellont aviation
mumeur thocre and the war museum hag many aviation exhiblts and cther
interessing things tc see. There are a [ew other priests in Ottawa
who flaw ir. Llre past but can make zeme inguiries when I z2t back and
gee iT there ig a chance of getting somethineg organized. Two class-
nates of mine, Fr. John Mocney and Fr. Bernle Stack, were at Oshkosh
this year. They are building a “"Cocl” and hope te have 11T going
next year. They are both from St, John, New fruaswick ard might be
the nucleus of a committees to zponscr a sonventior in that =srea.
There jis a retreat house at Tarryburn near ST. <ochn That could
accommedate 3 large group and the airporl at St, John is served by
Air Carsda. When T ge= back I'11 drop John a line and see what he
saves.”

"At Oghkceh I mes a Fr. Tom Kowland from EL Paso who 1s working
on a Dr.'s degrec in liturgy at Netre Dame. He has @ J.3 and
assisted at our Mass for camperz on Sunday morning. I algo szid
Fass on Saturday evening and at both we dietributed almest 50C com-
munions. John Sutor, a ley deaccn From St. Gregery's, Chlcago,
helped ous on Saturday evening. Fortunatciy tThere were no fatal
acridents this year but several mireor mishaps.”

"Tre pact Tew yvears I've been gtaying at Oshlkosh with Fr. John
Dewane at Lourdes High School. Hsz usually has spare rooms there 17
vou're stuck, He flies and has the kids bulldirg a "Soncxal One’
and 1t should pe flyving rext soring.”

"Many aviztion organizaticnsg hkave puzlizity booths at Dshkeosh
and it might he one idea if NATF had & displsy and gome info avail-
=hle., I met a numker ol priesits there, ong Irom Windsor, Ont.
whoge hame escapes ma, L would ilke To get a trailer nextl year
where priests carpirg There could get Together for Mass. I said
Nogs av Lhe convent with Dr. Dewane each morring ceorn Zolng ol
~n the field but those campling were unable to szy Mass eath day. 1
mentioned this te Eay Schalier and we may be atle <o arrahge scme-
thing for next year.”

"Sipce ! am on ™y last vosting before retiring, the old Miles
Hawk and the Puss Moth will have to find new cwners. LT you have
any rich friends Interested in antiquss you can pass the word along.
Seme friends in Flint, Mich,. are rebullding a 1941 T Craft for me
ao that should take care of my fiyving for as long as 1 can puss The
medical. The T Craft should be finished by next spring. They are
sgvering it with Razerbacx. The fuselage is done with a couple of
costs of dope on it and the wings are next. I1 has a2 continental
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Letter from John MacGillivray (continued)

C65 and we plan to install a kit to make it 73HP with the special
valves that can take 100 low lead fuel, 80/87 is fast disappearing.”

"I came 8th in the AC Rally this year out of about 35 entries
in the antigue section. The weather for the Rally this year was
excellent. There were eight Canadian airecraft participating this
year and they did well in the homebuilt section taking 1lst & 3rd."

"This note is already too long so will sign off for now., Will
drop you a note when I get back to Ottawa after my leave."

"Begt regards to all the flying brethren.”

— — p— E—— M o - o T . . S s EE— S e e T T s s T o e e GTE GE WS mees ol sk meem s wmm

John Walsh writes from Waterloo, Illincis:

"Just a few lines to let you know I have retired last June '74
from S5t. Catherine Laboure Parish in Cahokia, Illinois."

"Am now living on a little farm & miles west of Red Bud,
I1lineois and about 10 miles southwest of Waterlco, Illincis."

"It is on this farm that I have my little private air strip
entitled "Qur Lady Immaculata." This R.L.A. is listed on the S%.
Louis sectional chart - the run-way ig grass, is 1300 feet lyving
34C - 14¢ - glsgo have a wind sock.™

"Should any of the priests be flying this way I shall be pleased
To gee them.”
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Earry Mulli@. C.Pvy writes from Quezon City, Philippines:

Just came in - in pouring rain and found your letter of July
thh brought up from Scuth Cotabato. I've moved from the Parish in
Tupi (& Filipino secular new has it - that's cur goal) and I'm on
the retreat band baged here in Quezon City."

"I guese things are hard all over but we feel it more here in a
Jrd Werld econemy. I enjoyed meeting the guys in 1972 when I was
home and met them at the convention in Kangas.”

"We're under martial law here so the only flying we do is on
the one public airlines in the country (reduced from 3!). I did a
i1ttle flying ocut of Teterbore last summer when I was home but juat
enough to pass my biennial FAA exam."

"My best to yourself and all the Padres in the Asscciation.”

"?.S. We'lre just drying out the house here after a chest high
fleod in all our rcoms! And the rainy season not over yet!"

w——__————_-h—--r———.-._u______-.l.-_____.‘—._.______

Remi Payant writes from Delano, Minnesota:

"I hope you will get in touch with MIVA {(Migsionary Vehicle
Assoc. Inc.), South Read, P. 0. Box 217, Wurstbore, N. Y. 12790 and
lend them a hand as part of NAPP's good works."

"Tn each new country parisgsh I go to I photograph ezch parish-
loner's and non-Catholic home from the air and give them a free color
print and use of the negative. (I gay uge of the negative because
outright donation hurts when an owner moves and the succegsor wants
a photo, or somecrne ig new and the previcus owner longs for a photo
of the old homestead.)"

"The lagt two parishegs I left gave me beautiful station wagons
in appreciatiocn for this and other courtesies, such ag taking
farmers' kide for rare all-day picnics, night outings, ete. Hopped
34 parishioners in one day."
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