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YOUR PRESIDENT'S PROFUNDITIES

President John Herzog wrote in late April that he was checked in at the
House of Affirmation in Montara, California. Reports since that time are that
his treatment is progressing well. He had checked out the local airports by the
time of the writing and was looking forward to getting back in the air.

Many who have written assure John of their prayers for a speedy recovery.

In lieu of any further message from the President we have the following
note from Bernie Bush, 5.J., of the House of Affirmation in Montara.

Dear Mel,

I am offering the enclosed copy of an editorial by Fr. Dick McSorley from
the 4/30/82 NCR to contribute to the NAPP dialogue concerning the military and
the moral problem of nuclear arms. I've read with great interest the note of John
Costello and the accompanying pastoral letter of Bishop Roger Mahoney.

In the light of all these factors, I am becoming increasingly uneasy about
visiting the Air Force Academy without some careful distinctions being made. First
of all, 1'1l assume that the cadets are being trained for '"conventional" war,
which under certain carefully controlled circumstances can be justified. They are
also being trained to wage nuclear war which to my thinking, and the overwhelming
Catholic moral position, is morally indefensible.

Secondly, I have to determine the question whether the two forms of war or
defense are by now so inextricably bound together that in reality there is no
distinction and hence no moral defensibility. Such statements as, "If we are losing
a war conventionally we will resort to nuclear,' muddies the distinction. In
practice, we lost a war in Viet Nam and did not resort to nuclear, so I'm not all
that positive where our policy is for now,

In the light of these, and I'm sure, other important considerations, I am
hesitant to visit the academy without knowing precisely what we're golng to say and
do, For me, some vague references to a common desire for peace, and hopes that the
men there never have to use their skills isn't enuugh.



Wwe may be even in a4 position to make 2 strong statement about morality in a
bastion of the military. That might take some of the fun out of the convention,

burt I don't think we can aveid the questions our wvisit raises.

(The axnticfe by Richand McSonfey, S.1. Notional Catholic Reponrder. Apndil 30, 1936]
MODIFIED MILITARY MORALITY

A nurse at Washington's Walter Reed Hospital's psychiatric ward was trying to
console a disturbed Vietnam scoldier. '"The trouble with me ig that I1've been seven
years in Vietnam, teaching pecople to kill," the soldier said. ™My job as a sergeant
was to get them to scream, "Kill?! kKill! kil11!' and to mean it, es they stabbed
dummies with their bayonets. I was the begt one in the whole group at doing ic. MNow
they tell me they don't need me anymore." 'The nurse tried to use her advanced training
in psychlatric nursing to help him. ™Maybe it was a mistake from the beginning to
train to kill. Perhaps it wasn't good for you or for the marines or for the country
toe teach killing."

The marine began to scream at her, "Whe the hell de you think you are? You're
wearing those captain bars on your shoulders, and you're telling me now the same as
the others. First they tell you to kill, and now they tell me not to kill, You'vre
a damnned hypoerite.”

The nurge left him, went to her room, locked the door, lay down bm her bed and
cried, The screams had brought back a flood of doubts, and memories. She had been
very upsel by the military when she was in Eorea for a vear. The U.S, Army venereal
diseasc rate wag about 90 percent, compared to the Korean rate af gbout 50 per cent,
She had wondered why. Was the army she belonged to part of the reason?

She felt the Korean government, despite the millions of U.5. dollars glven to it
by the U.5., was stealing the U.8, blind. 8She had gquestioned the role she was playing
as a4 part of it all. Bhe remembered the young nurse she had taught at Walter Reed
who had left the Nuraing Corps on the claim of conscientious objection. The young .
woman had written a letter in the nurses' joernal saying why she could not in conscien
give her nursing skills to support war. Here was a soldier who brought the whole
question up again.

She could see clearly the hypoeorisy of saving that maybe you shouldn't kill,
while still wearipng the insignia of a captain.

Something of the same kind applies to the priest who is alse a military officer,
It is dlfficult for him to advise the military on what to do. Father feorpge Zghelka,
the chaplain to the men who dropped the bombs on Tokyo, Hircshima and Nagasaki,
remembers how hard it was for him. A pilot whose flaming napalm bombs had burned to
death a four-year old child on the street in Tokyo asked if it was right to bz hombing
tiviiians. The chaplain wasn't upset at the time, he just said that the bombing was
necessary. That's what the superinrs told hin.

Years later, he gays, he looks hack and believes that by his silence he failed as
2 man, as a priest, as a chaplain and as a Christian.

In the Nagasaki bowmbing three entire convents full of religious women were
vaporized., Were they guillty pedple? They were doing thelr regular works of mercy
untcil the atomic bomb hit them.

7abelka recalla, "I was silent. 1 was told it was necessary."

Can a Catholic chaplain speak to the soldiers about the immorality of the use of
nuclear weapons or the bombing of clviliang? Yegs. But 1t is move difficult while he
wears a military uniform and 1is subject to military discipline. He is very likely to
loze his job if he speaks against military policy. .

- Some of this difficuley is reflected in the letter CUardinal Terence Cooke sent to
the military chaplains inBeccmber 1981. He wrote that he was responding to guestions,
appatently from chaplains, who asked whether in view of the condemnation of nuclear war

by Yatican IT and the statement by the U.S. Catholic Conference that “as it Is wrong
to use nuclear weapons so is it wromg to intend to use them," can {athelics handle
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nuclear weapons at all?

These questions are not asked in & vacuum. They don't come from the imagination.
They com& . from chaplaing who are actually advisging the men who handle the weapons, the
men who have problems of conscience about their work because of what they hear {rom

.b ishops and prilests.

It 1z not an academic question, It is something from everyday life. The pressure
is on the chaplains and their cardinal to agree with U.S. military policy and say, "Ch
yea, it's all right. The government says it 1s necessary.” What kind of an argument
ig that?

What about a Catholic who wants to fellow what Christ wants, what Christ teaches?
The church has never taught that war 1s geod or that killing is what God wants or that
war i3 necegsary to be a follower of Christ. He taught us how to die, not how to kill.

Catholics have not practiced thils pospel teaching as they should. An example 1s
the crusades. But "love your enemy” has always been taught as the gospel Ideal. The
danger of nueclear disaster now helps us see better than ever the importance of
practicing what we preach about the immorality of nuclear deterrence. How can the
chaplains object to nuclear deterrence policy when they are part of the military?

Is it net legitimate and moral for .a military perscm ta ask, "Can I be part of
nuclear deterrence, part of preparatiocn for nuclear war?" But the chaplain, who i1s am
afficer, willl appear tc be a hypocrite if he disagrees with policy and yet iz an officer.
So he will feel pressured to find some way of agreeing with national pelicy. Cooke's
letter ta the chaplain’s illustrates this,

d

Army resulation 63-20{2) makes the same point;: "The chaplain's duties are those
which normally pertain to his profession as a clergyman.,.modified by the misslon and
diatinetive conditione and clrcumstances of the Department of the Army." This is a
strong condition which includes an assortment of circumstances. Back of It-all ie this
simple message: moral teaching better not comnflict with army policy.

The army uses the church te help bring acceptance of its methods, but seeks to
restrict the church in 1ts moral teaching.
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- Address Changes -

NLW CHANGES
Rev. Marcin Breski, OFM Conv. Bev. Charles E. Eszstee
St. Hyacinth College-Seminary 20 Elllot Park
Cranby, Mass. 01033 Dover, NH 03820
Chaplain John Maicrana, USN Rev. Anthony Gendusa, MSC
110 King George Court CM ANIR (FENI} NIF
Jacksonville, WC 28540 Private Mail Bag P.0. Rabaul

na, New Guine
Rev. Richard Grille, M.M, Papua, New Guinea

Hampshire Towers Rev. John Herzog

7401 New Hampshire Ave. Box 437

‘Hyattsville, Maryland 20733 Montara, CA 94037
CHANGES Rev. Stephen J. Wolan

1508 Grosscup Ave,
Christ the King Church
Duabar, WV 25064

Magr. Richard F. Allen
128 N, Fulton Street
Salisbury, NHC 28144

. - Mel Hemann
Send all News REleASES TO:  Box use

Preston, Towa 52069
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FROM OUR CONVENTION HOST - IRV WEBER

The reservations for the twenty rooms at the Springs Yotor Inn, Colorado
Springs, are neow filled up with the possiklé exceptions that Jack Lawler and
John Bellon indicated that they may get accommodations elsewhere. Here 1s the
list of reservations that you may want to publish in the June letter. I would
appreclate that those who hawve indicated earlier that they wanted reservations
but now have chatiged their minds, would please let me know, because I'm sure that
there will be more requests for reservations for the reoms.

RESERVATIONS FOR JULY 12-13-14

1. John Eellon 11. Robert Kirsch
John Esquibel

2. Bernard Bush

N.B., 1& may be that some

3. Alvin Werth R E;Efilhe; T 0f these persons wilk
John Wolesky s not have anothen guesl,
R — 13. John Vakulskas and will be willing Lo
w TG 7 Al Lefoelholz ;ﬁamadﬂahﬂthm priest-
5, Miles Barrett Loty An thein rooms. 1
£ i, dgekikamler would Like to know who wilf
" ohn Friederick 3¢ Irvin J. Weber be fogether so that additional
A RARERE hesenvations can be made.

/. Frank Nemmers l6. Bobert Sennott

Rev. I . Heber
Dave Hogan 17. Don Eder ev. Irvin J. Webe

St. Jeoseph's Church

3. Arthur Kleve 18. Jerry Wightman Box 447
Benkelman, NE 69021

9. Eugene Murray 19. Augustine Abeywickrena
Edward Murray Patrick Trujille [Lﬂﬂkiﬁg oven Lhis Eiii I'm
st fheae are many wio can
W Tiag secn 20 LR double up. PLEASE fet Tav
' + bnow a4 soon as possible as
ITTEETEELEEEE S EL L RS LR 8 8- HE.'JCS myiﬂg io E.-D-GJT.WE
this whole agfain from quite
QTHER HOTELS & NEARBY MOTELS a distance. . Edifon's notfel .
Holiday Ian Central The Concelebrared Mass at
Bth & Commarron the Air Force Academy will
{Toll free number - 1-800-238-8000. be the Mass at which the Cadets
¥ mile from downtown & five miles will be in attendance. PLEASE
from the ajrport). bring your alb and stole.

Sheraton Motor Inn
28110 No. Academy Blvd & I-25
(Toll free number - 1-8B00-325-3535).
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For anyone who might be interested, Geme Murray got some information on
the only passenger tiain still runming like in the old days - 40's & early
50"s. Tleaves Denver Monday, Thursday & Saturday to Salt Lake cifty. Returns
on Sunday, Tuesday and Friday. Can go all the way ot part way through the
heautiful and scenic Eockies. Call Gene for information if you'd like te
include this in vour planning., 712-288-6446. Or your travel agent could get
the arrangements made for you. We understand tickets have to be purchased in
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OUR CONVENTION SCHEDULE

Monday, Juby 12 -- Araival
Tuesday, July 13 - Altennates: Vike's Peak -- cog twain
Cripple Creeh —- ofd mining tewrifony & hislonieal Zown
Evening -- outdooon Bar BQ & stage show - Flying W Ranch
Wednesday, July 14 - 9:30 AM - business meeting, 11200 AM - bus feaves fon
Aix Force Academy.  5:00 PM - Concelebrated Masa, Cadets in Attendance.
Banguet foflowing of Academy.
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(We got this one gnom Fred the othern day. Penhaps someone can hedp them
s in Loeating a plane)

OFFICE OF MINISTRIES
1026 W, 41h Ave,, AM. 203

ARCHDIOCESE OF ANCHORAGE
POST OFFICE BOX 2239 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510 TELEPHONE: 907/277-1628
Home Phone: 907/338-0394

June 15, 1982

Rev, Mel D, Hemann
%#St. Joseph's Church

Box 458
Preston, Towa 52069

Dear Mel,

I had a great chat with Fr. Everett at the college and he told me to comn-
tact you by this Egturdﬂj. I understand that you will be printing the
Newsletter for the NAPP and thought that you could include a note from us.

I am one of three priests in the Archdiocese of Anchorage who have recently

gotten a pilnt's license. Now, the disease has hit us awfully bad! We

were told by an old Alaskan priest pilot that the only remedy is to get an
. alrplane. The exact prescription 1s as follows:

] Cessma 170 B with 180 HP
or
] Cessna 180

or

1 Stinson with plenty of HP
ar

1 CITABRIA
ar
1 Maule

(As you can tell, we are not picky!)

We were also told that thLE;€533criptiun would even be better takem with
floats and skis conversion,should they come with either or both - perhaps

even a STOL kic.

Would you please help us locate this wvaluable prescription. Both the high
cost and limited choice in Alaska prompt us to seek elsewhere hopefully

through your watchful eye. We can perhaps come up with a figure of + 10
(G that is).

From one priest pilot to another, may I say US PRIESTS' PTLOTS HAVE TO
STICK TQGETHER!

. Looking forward to hearing from you, I remain

A priege pilor,
5&;&5 s -5-

Fred Buparin
wEr' LA} L{/LE ,Q HLEI'L ; -I-"'-rﬁflfﬂﬂ/b!-ﬂ o




(The dollowing was sent fo ws by Katie Kelley, S.N.D., president of FOPP, Inc,
[Friends of Priest Pilots, Inc.]. It was acclaimed as a pudlze-winning tale in a
necent national contest. Heme s the "tale":)

My friend is a rather pld-fashiomed lady, always quite delicate and elegant,
especially in her language.

She and her husband were planninmg a wacation in Florida, so she wrote to a
particular campground and asked for a reservation.

She wanted to make sure the campground was fully equipped, but didmn't quite
know how to ask about the toilet facilities. She just couldn't bring herself
to write the word "toilet"™ in her letter.

After much deliberation, she finally came up with the old-fashioned term
"bathroom commode.'" But when she wrote that down, she still thought she was
being too forward, so she started all over again, rewrote the entire letter, and

referred to the bathroom ecommode merely as the "B.C."
"Does the campground hawve its B.C.?" is what she actually wrote.

Well, the campground owner wasn't old-fashioned at all, and when he got the
letter, he just couldn't fipure out what the woman was talking about. That B.C.
buginess really stumped him.

After worrying about it for awhile, he showed the letter to several campers,
but they couldn't figure out what the woman meant either, so the campground owmer,
finally coming to the cemclusion that the lady must be asking about the location
of the Baptist Church, sat dowm and wrote the following reply:

"Dear Madam: I regret very much the delay in answering your letter, but I
now take the pleasure of informing you that a B.C. 1s located mine miles north of
the campground, and is capable of seating 250 people at one time.

"I admit it is quite a distance away if you are in the habit of going
regularly, but no doubt you will be pleased to kmow that a great number of people
take their lumches along and make a day of it. They usually arrive early and
gtay late.

"The last time my wife and T went was six years ago, and it was so crowded

that we had to stand up the whole time we were there. It may interast you to
know that right now, there is a supper planned to raise money to buy more seats.
They are going to hold it in the basement of the B.C.

"] would like to say it pains me very much not to be able to go more regularly,
but it surely is ne lack of desire on my part - as we grow older it seems to
be more of an effort, particularly in cold weather.

"1f you do decide to come down to our campground, perhaps I could go with
you the first time you go, sit with you, and introduce you to all the other

folks. Remember, this is a friendly community."
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CENTRAl REGION MEETING

Fr. John Vakulskas, St. Mary's Church, Dow Gity, Jowa, hosted the Spring
meeting of the NAPP Central Region. 19 members were in attendance. This set
a new attendance record for the semi-annual Regional meeting. The opposite
page shows a few of the highlights in dowm towm Dow City.

The quality of the pictures is not the best because I had a slide film
and the reproduction process leaves something to be desired.

HAPP treasurer, Jack Palsley, North Washington, IA - (515-394-2078) will
host the Fall meeting on October 1l. Fly-in airport is Charles City, Iowa.

Mark that date on your calendar d;




You can tell it was all VERY serious
business. Upper right shows ex-
president Johm Hemann conductirg the
meeting. The two lower pictures show
some of the exhausted Fathers relaxing
after the stress of the meeting.

Those whe were in Anchorage last year

perhaps remember I had altermator
. problems all the way om that trip.

To the right you see the "bird"

getting a new altermator om this

trip. Wonder 1f I should continue

flying to NAPP meetings???
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