VOL., XXIII DECEMBER 1985 NO. 3

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

We must begin this letter on a sad note. Father Irvin Weber of Minden, Nebraska died in
irloo, Iowa on December 4, 1985. A member of the Priest Pilots for a number of years, he
hosted the annual convention in Colorado Springs several years ago. Irv had been in the Service

as a chaplain and knew his way around the Air Force Academy. A number of our priests attended
the funeral. If you ever attended even one of our yearly conventions you will remember Irv. Hi
trademark were his red coveralls. Sewed to the front of his coveralls were the names of the
places where he had attended the conventions. We will miss Irv at next year's convention, One
of the priests thinks those famous coveralls should be sent to the Smithsonian Institute 1in
Washington.

Something to think about. Our good friend, Bishop Jerome Hastrich of Gallup, New Mexico
stops here occasionally when confirming in Pittsburg or when passing through the area, He
mentioned several times that his priests find it difficult to get away on vacation because of
the shortage of priests. In November we allowed my Assistant, Jim Dolan, to fill in for a pries
in Lumberton, N.M. for two weeks. Our parish paid for the round trip amnd it will not count
against Jim's vacation. It was a very interesting experieuce for Jim, And our parishioners wer
happy to hear how other people live. I mention this for a reason, If every priest with one
Assistant or more would give up at least one week to help a priest in another diocese we would
be helping our confreres., We have done this for a number of years and the priests have been most
appreciative. Why not give it some thought?

Once we get into the new year our thoughts turn to vacations. Don't forget our dates =
July 8 and 9 - for our annual convention. Bob Kirsch is making plans for another
unforgettable meeting.
John A. Dompka
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Our new VHS tapes for commercial-instrument are proving o be popular, 1 have been
ough them; &0 has Dick Funke. The Lisi as of today goes List Like this:
1. Dick Skaiba. 2. John Dompka. 3. Jim Quinn, 4. John T. Walsh.

Our pnat_pu@fcy hn{ hagn"gq{_EEEp our materials over 2 months. When your Lime 4s up,
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1. 1 decided to send owf & Chaisbnas EE{iEh 1o some of
myf griends, So T thought I'd siick one in here Zoo.

2, The other gift enclosed iz the annual dues Envalﬂie.

It's a lot easier oo Charlie's bleod pressure if wvo
it in immediscely. That 510 is atill one of the bet

bargains iz today's world.

3. A reminden of the Midwesi Sprding Regionaf meeting.
Mondzy, May 5. See fhe host's Ledlifer in anofhen section
negording detadlfs, Sounds £ike one of those offens you
fust can't nefuse.,

The Annmua? Nationaf Corvention wilff be Jufy & and ¢
in Las Cruces, Mew Mexdco, Defaifs will sfant appediing
An the nextd {ssue, Mank wour cafendar now,

4., TFive of us were present at Irv Weber's funeral on Saturday, Dec, 7,

in 5t, Athamasius Church, Jesup, Iowa, This was lrv's home parish and

it was great to see about 2 dozen other priests present who knew him,

. The NAPP members present were: Dick Funke, Gene Murray, Frank Nemmers,

John Friederick and myself,
Apparasactly Irv developed a very fast form of cancer. We heard about mid-November that he was

slipping fast, Within 3 weeks he was dead. He has left for us a good topic of econversation, as
Jolin pointed out in his article, hiz red coveralls. Requiescalb in pace!

5. Duwidie a mumber of you sent £n piciures afier reading about L1 {n the Lasf newsfelfer. We
Wbl wae some Fi them in the new informational brechune that we'lf try to gef ready £in Lhe nexd
faw months, 1'w using some of them with the Letters you senf in this Lssue. Keep Lhose cands,
feitens and piciunes coming Fofhs.

- This nemdinds me thatf when we put outf fhe fasl pletorial dineeforny several yearns ago we
wesposed of all the pictunes. A coupfe of Them were wew bul most were pictires I'd been Eu.ggg

ancund sdince we put out the finsi one, (How many years age???] The printer said they'd had
I{ you have, prefenably a passpont size photo, you can sfart sending Lhem Ain any tine as we'
put out the nexit pictosdicl ditectory in April,

f. We wish all of vou a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a great 1986. You may not have this before
Christnas dav but it will comwe within the 12 days.

-1t"s Las Cruces, N.M.
% For Sun & Fun

Since 1535-




B ol "_"r"_':"“-\.. '_“a‘_‘h'"-\.- e i

5= SBRIEES EROMHERE AND-THERE- =

HW’W’** Jﬂf“f“ﬁ e T TS ;ﬁrwrhﬁ v Y Yanuerey Yanam e fmrw
Dick Skhriba wwites drom Cﬁx.maa in October:
"Got the newsletter taday — great job!"

"If you're starting a list of viewere for the Instrument-Commercial tapes, please put me on the list.™

"f had a chance co go with a fellow who has a Semeca to the A.0.P.A. get together in D.C. ‘We had a wild etall-
wind outhound. The DME read-out was 212kts."

Gene Muwtamy wrifes gaom Varinag, lowm:

"I camé upon an article entitled, "Christmas In the World's Largest Parish" in the December iamsue of the
Extension magazine. It 18 about Preacher Smith's former parish at Dillimgham, Alaska. Although he 18 mo longer
atationed there, his picture is in the article., I guesa you might say that he has left his mark. Thought you might
find the article intereating since wou were among those vho wisited there during the '81 Comnvention.”

"The Cub is flying well. We have 150 hours on it by now with only minor maintensnce problems. We are looking
for a set of okis for it to make wvinter Elyimg a 1little more enjovoble."

P.5. "Saw Marc Tillis on one of the "River Speciala' on IPEN TV. He was flying the lady who was doing the Specisl
in hia I06. The program was sbout the Sac Franciseo River im Brazil. Erother Joe (Murray) has the program on video
tape 1f anyone is interested.
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From Enimaﬂﬂ, N.V. Jim Ouinn sends the following:

"Enclosed are & few pictures of me with my
SONERAL II., Sorry there is mothing in black
and white. The Soméral iz oy second homebuile
and I am hopaful that in a few years ['11 give
you an up dated photo with my ACRO II, but that
is in the future for sure."

"l would 1like to be put on the list for
the mew wideos for the commercia=instrument

prep.“
"Thanka for all the great work yvou do for

put assoclation and have 2 most blezsed
Thanksgiving."

From Guand [sdand, Nebrasba:
"Just a note from the new Chaplain at the Vet's Home In Orand lalamd! Merry, Happy amd Joyful Christmas."

Jim Kremeier
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NAPP Seonefary Jack Palsley sends the foflowing faom Decomay, Toum:

"Here are some "candid' photos for the new directory. I hope they are mot tec late. Ev was on Che way to
Festina and we took these at the Decorah airporc.” .

"I learmed by Accident as 1 arrived at
Mark Sutton's farm that he was a pflot. Then
1 found out that this iz the "CHAMP' wou flew.
e keeps it on the farm and promised me a ride.”

"Also photos of John Priaderick and myself.
1f yvou don't want them after use, could you
return them?"

Edifor's node: 1 was asfctioned dor 5 gears fn
Pecorah 4n the eanty 'b0%s. IL was here that |
Learned 1o {fy in the ﬂgﬂdp piotiwned atf night,
Several years faten a sdudend pifof developed
canh fce on a4 cross country and had o powen
aibfune. He Lofatled Lhe pmnt when he fnded o
[f2 it over a EIHEE whife attempiing Lo Land.
Mank Pates bought {f and had £€ nebolld.
Jack, {elf hrwr ['LL sfop by again some Lime and
take another spin An it mysekf.

From Webafea, Now York:
"plesse put me oo tha list for the IFR video tapes == if rthey are VHS."

John T. Walsh
Editon's mofe: The fapes are WS,
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Frami Nimmers hafesd ghom Granuclfe, Towa: {Movember 7, L3985}
"fuestion: Do you koow why farmers can't be caught in a group picturef?
"inEwer: Bocause averytime you say 'cheeze® they line up ainpgle filal™

"Cot 4 eall from Kesrney/Minden, Mobraska. Trv 'red suit' Weber is hospitalized with cancer. Wom sui COWMPOS .
part time, 1'm told. Good Samaritan Hospital, Kearnay, Nebraska. The diagnosis and severity were relatsed to me by
4 elagsmate (Bun) stabtloned there. 1 had given Irv a ride in Moomey 21FN as far as Kansas City from Lafayette,"

Edidon's node:  See accunt of [av's death and funerad cloowhene £n nomsletter,

"Thore was some discussicn shout & bit more time and activity available at future mid=west reglonal NAPP meetings
Perhaps the expressed optien of staying a day or two —- some fishing or golfimg or camping??? for those interested.
The Boone ride was [ine, but 8 'fur piece' to go for lumeh and & short train yide."

"There might even be some {nterést - weather permitting - to stop in Pavllina (10 miles east of Cranville) for
a swim & cockout (camping!) enroute to North Dakota. Our rectory has 2 extra apartments and one sister for a 12
foom convent."
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Faom Quesnel, British Columbia, Barny DTesmond welles:

"Ie's still good to keep im toush, even 1f it 1s only By mail
and not too often at that.,"

"1 mave been here in Quesnel for almost three years now.
Unfoertunately it has been marked by very liktle flylng as Jerry (my
brother and fellow priest) a&dn I sold the Ceasna 180 before that and
the Zendth (all metal, low wing, ! place tail dragger, 0-320 engine)
has heen delayed in coming of [ che assembly line at a local High School

“"Ar this paint it s almosat there and I am looking forward to the
ipring with eager anticipation. The only major expemae sacill ouc-
atanding is the paime."

"My ambition is to get to Oshkosh for the EAA Convention. Simce
I have been pexcing my holidave in winter recemtly, it becomes
difficult to squeeze everything in."

"o many of the NAPP members fly home-bullt amateur alrcrafc and
belong to EAA? It might be an idea to bring tha two togéethar some

time for the convemtiom."

"I enzlose two photos Eor the directory. ¥Yeu may use Che ome

you think is most sultable and return the other."
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Ededna, Msgh. Sigut's secrefany (1985 hod? in Lafayette, LA) weitest We are very proud of ouwn pasfor and would Like
fo akare the enclesed with wou and wour priest pifots. Hope Lo 42¢ you again.

Msgr. Sigur Civic Cup winner

~"Not only has Magr. Alexander 0. Sigur offered his time and energles to better the
Lives of many in Lafavatea, ha's dena it with "zeal.'™

?_‘1*udhr=_

"A long lisc of contributions to the community by the pastowr of Our Lady of Fatima
Church will place him im the limelight on December 5, as he receiwves the 1983 Lafayette

Civie Cup Award ™

“The hener is bestewed annually on a generous Lafayette resident who has without
compensaticn contributed greatly to the welfare of the commumnity.”

" indefatigable' and 'inexhaustible" is how one group of citizeéns described the
moneignor in nominating him for the award."
_ : "eigur's concern for the less privileged in the community have been shown in his
work to establish several charitahle programs, including St. Joseph's Diner, Friends of the Poor, and Share the Light.

"In recogaition of his work to make the Catholie Service Cemtar a 'place where the poor could be s:r:ei with
dignity and respect,® the center was renamed the Msgr. Alesander O. 5igur Service Center on Dec. 8, 10984,

"He 18 on the sdvisory board of the Faith House and the EHospice Movement.™
"te's offered his energhes to promota organ donatiens and seliclit support for the Advertiser Milk Fund, "

"he Unlted Christian Outreach benefits from his membership on lts adwisory board. as doea tha LlEnynEtE
Community Correctional Center, through which he works to prevemt deliquency of youths and toward offendets
rehatilication.”

r n

"Any spare time he has he spends visiting shut-ins, as & wember of the Rotary Club Committee For the Aged.

"Other groups or boards through which he comtributes to civic betterment include the Boaxrd of Southwest Loulsd
Fducation and Referrnl Center; Lafayette Chamber of Commerce; Beumenical Study Group; Ulsteér Movemant; Boy Scouts
of America: Breakfast Forum for Businessmen; and Lafayette Mental Health Assoclation and Families and Friends of'

Mental Health."

“Tha Lowlgisns Council of Human Relations; the Louisiana Commission on the Agin; ‘The Pl ERVAR . W 5
o gkt x and the louisiana Committes for the Humanities have also benefited

.__,4_

Commissdon; the Lovisiana Incerchurch Conferemce;



from his service om thelr beoards or committees.”

"The monsignor alse finds time to promote cultural activities, by supporting Community comcerts, the Fina Arts
Foundation, the Vermilion Chamber Orchestra, Chorale Acadienne and the Lafayette Symphony Orchestra."

"The Civie Cup Award is sponsored by the Past Reclpients Club. For the past 52 wyears it was sponsored by the
Young Mens Business Club. This year's ceremonies will be held at The Ballrcom, dowmtown."

"Thelauards banquet during which Sigur will be honored will begin at 7 p.m. The public 1s lovited."
(Reprinted grom THE DAILY ADVERTISER --- November 24, 1945]
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John Costello, 5.7, wriies from Chicago:

"it iz always goed Lo ORen
the MAPP envelope and read sbout

A

wvarious activities, etc. of
the different members.”

"Wou asked for & picture ‘me
for a new informational brochure. .
A quick search resulted im the Jﬁsulfs
enclosed, I am on the right and
my friend, John Davis, is om the
left. John Davis is currently
chief pilot for Cintas Corp. and
flies a Sabreliner based at Lunken
Airport (LUK) in Cincinnati, John
helped me prepare for my written The Province of
as well as fly the right seat on Ewﬁﬂ'l:m
numerous flights. The photo was
taken by another flying buddy, Mr. 2050 Nerth Clark Street
Ed Christin, operations V.P. of Cﬁfmg;I'wwm
Personal Flight Training, Inc. (at {Jﬂ}?ﬁ-ﬁﬂb&
the time I flew out of there = 1978 -
it was a Piper facllity known as Key Aviation). "gunken Lunken" has its own reputation but is has
fond memories for me."

"then [ lived in Cinti, 1 worked at our university, Xavier, mostly adminiscration., Since January I hawve been
assigned to our Province Development Office where my main duty is fund ralsing. 1'11 enclose some of our materials
to give you an idea of who we are and what we do. 1 imagine you know of us through the Wisconaln Province whese
territory extends to Minnesota, lowa, Mebraska, South Dakota, among other states, Also, 1 put you on our list te
receive the guarterly magazine, Company. It's gratis, and a way to inform and educate (sound familiar??) our
families, friends, benefactors, on a national scale."

MMext time you're in Chicago, stop by and join us for dinner. Till then, thanks again for the good work you the
others do for NAPP."
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SACRED HEART CHURCH
ROLETTE, HORTH DAKOTA SEISE

Midwest? Regional Confercnee host fon May wriies on Octoben 22, 1985:

Cear Mel,
"] gee that, by the news letter T just received, that the brethren have honored my by accepting my invitation to
come to Rolette for the Spring meering. I am looking forward to hosting the event."

"o have heen working on our airport here this past summer and it has been resealed and striped. The lights are
working and should you come in after dark, hit the mike five times and the field will be 1it,"

"The first Sunday in May 1s our traditional annual supper. Come for the weekend. You will be treated to the
usual turkey and ham with all the trimmings. Alse you will have an opportunity to meel the Hev. brethren of Chese
parts, They will tell you stories of horror about flying with me. A= it happens, most of them are true."

"] am sorry L missed the Fall meeting, We have a new Bighop, Bishop James Sullivan, the former Auxiliary of
Lansing. He had called a meating on that day to review the DMocesan resouTces S0 I had to go to that. I intend to
make it to Las Cruces next summer. Thar 1is if God is willing and the creek don't rise."

"Monday will be, of course, the big day. Bring your golf clubs. We have a tricky little course here. You caen
1lsc have @ tour of a farm to see how wa do things here with the big machines."

“lNow to the menu: Lunch on Monday will feature my famous lamb stew. For the more fastidicus we will have the
remaing of the turkey from Sunday. The evening meal will of course be & beef roast from the Rorth Dakota beef,

grass fed and four years old.”
"Ag you can see, or imagine, we shall have a regular frontier hoe down. The dog is tled and latch string is out.
Come early and stay late., Bring a guest or guests.”

oo until we meet again, keep your speed up and the nose down."”
Fraternally,

Adam alhardt ' Es






CHRISTMAS-198S5

It is with some guile thaet I approach this leccar thia vear. Fivsar of all, T uswilly do thig once every Ehree
years. Lookdng back, I see I wrote my last letter ILnm 1983. My liccle calculator says that 1s only two Years.
ﬁammdly, Ann Landeva vacently sald that to sénd out & form lebtér at Christmas Elme {8 REALLY BAD and that most
gople do not like te ke boved with che eperations of awnt Mawde, the mowing of uncle Joe, the latest cscapades of the
kide, ate. (Thema avan't hér axact words, but it's clese).

Affen conddderaple thought 1 deécided fo go ahead amy way, ABthough 1 am a fervent {oflower of Ann's advice 1 came
Lo the conclus<on 1 do nof have an cund Maoude, no uncde Joe, no kdds #o Aepont on, Bul I do have @ few edf cedenns.
The posifived on £hed cade out-weighed the megafives,

In addicion the requests have been pouring in to share the experiences of these past two years. 1 felt I just
coaldn't Let this poor ladv down and have ﬁe: gpproach this Christmas without an up=-date.

Mir 1983 Epdfden spoke o4 fhe approaching s48ven jubilee celebrations of mgainﬁg_, Fr, Johwn and Sk, Coemiffa £n July
of 1984, Many of rou who aecedve this were present for Il'ulttgn_-ta event but I tieat godng back through the albem
Brings back many fomd momondies, T'd Libe to buleffy xelive Hhewm with gou.

Over 40 priese pillots from 15 states, Camada and
Brazil came to jofn ug in cthe celebration, John and X
hosted, along with cur brother Matt and his wife Karmen
the Ilst annual convention of the Kational Associacion
of Priest Pilocs. They curned ouwt £n Food numbers imn
20 some planes,

The Francdscanm Sistems faom Cami€las comminidy inm
Pubugue prepased the Litwigy of Thanksgiving and
provided a cholr of some 40 Sidfens and musicdans o
Pead ws and embellish that beantifuf Liturgy. Jedning
myseld, John and oun brofhen Ev [Legt o ndght seated
behind Archbishop Frank Hurbey of Anchdnade at the
pulpid] wene oven 70 other priests. Sn. Camidfa 4:.5‘
seated on the Leds side of the picture and the martied
hald of Lhe femify and thedn chifdren ane seatfed with
Mom and Tad <n the frond peus,

Friends and relatives came frem far and near Lo
join us and thelr presence sdded to our special day.
1 . 3 4 I know the three of us were humbled by tha [act that
g0 many took the time and eade the effort to be there.
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. Following the lﬁm&gzﬂwt dathexed at the home {aam

with afmost 3000 people who came Lo wadch fhe adt show,
T4 began with parachutists dropning 4n from the shies.
Following this Long Cime vedenn adn show pllod, Tuwane
Cole fuem Bumfpdon, Texas and Jap Sshumachor from Carmnoff,
Towa thedilled the crowd with thedy aerobatics, In bedween
Ray Mead of Engfe Grove, Towe awed the camd with the
Amidio controffed model plangs he has bulit, VThe show
conefuded with hof ain baffoon ascents. (Thai's me befow

on the Left].

Arcund 6:00 PM
e w0 rved A
poxk & heef
dinner toa aver
1500 people,
We all agrasd
this was a
"soce dn &
Life time
auperiencos."

Comfidentialiy,

we are Fooking . ’
foruward fo the year 2009 when we can gather in our wheel chaind Lo really
whoop 44 up fon ouwr 50th. Details em that wild follow {n a futune Lelten,

fna of the decisions I made earlier in 1984 was chat I would treat mysell
by accepting an Inwitation from a missionary priest-pdlot Eriend, Par
Pacten, to come visit him in Tanzania, East Africa. 1 was enrelled at the
Yorth American College inm Rome for ke Fall chras month sabbatical and

decided to go to Kome by way of Afrdca.

1 Pedt Freston in eanty Septemben and Pot was on hand o greet me when
I arvived at Kilimanfaro Taternadional. Pat proved fo be a gheat rod L
duning the coupfe of weeks 1 spent Lhexe. Hawing aome one on the scene
to watoh over you and Show you around eentalnly beats beimg jusl ancinel

ong of Lne tounisis,

It was an experlence to spend time with missionarles from all over the U.5. and many of the Burepean countries.

Perhaps what stayed with me most of all was the dedication of these men and women. ARl the lusurles and comveniences
ehat we cake =0 for ﬁrﬁnted ane soon learns are just thak, luxuries and coovénléncééd. Yet they are nice to have,

The divcese of Arusha hzs a volunfeer progham that atthacts woumg peopfe whe offen fo feash 4n fhe minokr seminary.



Puring my firsd week Pat fook some of them and musedf
;oo a safani fo sed Some of fhe sights, At Pelf up are
pintured at ome of owr camp ALil0d wilfh a Massai mad W
dropped 4n for a vdadit. To see alf the various animels
4in theor nabural habifof was something 1'£2 Long

xemembon .
At che Bishop's suggestion, Pat came back to the scate.
several years age and got a plane that could be used to
fly doctors to varlous remote spots, While there I had
tha good fortunea Eo fly the clinie flights one weak.
(Fat and I are shown below with the plane).

Wigh thein four wheef drive vehicles it would fahe
the docfon about 10 Lo 18 houns fo drive to mamy of
clindca. Many of flights were no Longen Than 8 on 10
minuies, Needfess 2o say fhe plane s greatly appreciated
by the medical personnet,

Aftar the African adventure 1 ended up in Eome for a
very delightful and Idnspliring three momths:. Our classes
were excellent; the companionghdp of 34 priests from the
Stataz unbaliesvable: and top—aoteh profs. Is additiom
o our classes there was ample Cime to explore REome amd
the Vacican. There were side trips to various places
in Icaly, Paris, Svitzerland, Austria and Greece. I am sure it {s an experience I'll never again know. It was a
preat way bto being my 25cth jubilee celebratiosn to an &nd.

I did manage €0 gef a Litide worh done. T condinue &0 pud
out the nomsledien foa the Fluding Padres, This pasd summen
owr comventoon was Ln lajayedde, lowisdiana, In Augusat I Loak
my vacaiion and feamed weth LC Vall from Flondoa in presenting
our NEET Experdence weekend Lo divorced, widowed and aingle
people 4n New Jersey, I& was a gread weekend and by the end
of January we hope fo have a Team manualf avaifabfe for ofhers
) who might wish to present this weehend,

-
_-ﬁ w Following the weekend I fulfilled a dream of many vears and
1_J B craveled the East Coast (on the ground). I spent a couwple of
.' days in Washington, D.C., then on to Williamsburg, VA,

J Jamostown and Eitty Hawk, As yvou will ootice below Orvillse

and Wilbur insisted on havimg their picture taken with me, I,

of course, was happy to ohlipe. We aviators have te stick
together.

As we contimue the
proceas of devefoping
ouwr parcah council
and the vakious
commiizees the wond
seemé o Lncaedse
with {2, Thene hxan'
bédin o ghidl Cip-
rising fo bick me ot
of my Fappy home &0 1
guesd 1'm dedmg some
thingd hight.

After living alone
for 13 years 1 now
heave = seminarian
with me =20 that he
mlght receive some
pastozral experience,
It's nlce to have
Pat McTaggare with
ueg during this sechool wear.

1 a2ill comtinue {m all the ofhea activities T've baan
involved in alff these years. T've waitfen abowtl LThem befone
s0 you probably dom'? want 1o kear about that again.

The page getting full is evidently a sign for me to quic, I
| N only hope Ann Landers approves of this vaat"'s effort. What is

mofé iEpsrtant though iz being back in touch with wou,

Mel, stop by later for a drink! Have a faulfy holy and blessed CHRISTMAS amd Happy New Yean!
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