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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

If you attended our annual meeting in July you will
never forget it. If you could have attended but did
not you will regret it.

Most of the priests arrived on Monday, July 9. How
we managed to pick out the Hemann Farm we will never know
but we did. All those cornfields look so much alike.
Some of the priests were on the around with their radios
and guided us in. It was almost 1ike landing on an air-
craft carrier. The first evening was spent in renewing
acquaintances, sharing priestly and airplane stories.
Then on Tuesday we offered a Concelebrated Mass in the
Church of the Visitation in Stacyville. Father Carl
Manternach was a most gracious host. Mass was followed
by a delicious breakfast served by women of the parish.
One of the local Flight Service men spoke to the group.
The proposed flight to a well known restaurant in Wiscon-
sin had to be cancelled because of bad weather. Instead
we drove to nearby Minnesota for a fine evening meal.

Wednesday was a big dav and a day that the pecple of Stacyville and nearby
residents will never forget. It began with breakfast in the parish hall. This
was followed by our annual meeting. Cha~lie Tzufel and Bill Bevington were
elected to offices. The meeting was brief and we covered all bases in a short
time, Unique T shirts were given to all those present through the courtesy of
Archbishop Frank Hurley of Anchorage, Alaska.

The big event came in the afternoon wher we honored the Silver Jubilarians ...
Father Mel, Sister Camilla and Father John. The Fiying Padres as well as priests
and Sisters from iowa and nearby states arrived in large numbers. The church was
filled to capacitv. The music, the singirg, the Liturgy....everything was first
class. Sister Nanzy Schreck of the Franciscan Sisters gave an inspiring talk on
the meaning of "coming home." It was really an inspiring message. Father Ev had a
difficult time getting through his part. Several! times he filled up and had a hard




time speaking. The people in the Church could sense his emotions since all the
members of the Hemann family had been brought up in this church. At the end of
the Mass Archbishop Hurley spoke and delighted the congregation with his humorous
and timely comments.

Following the jubilee Mass it was off to the Hemann Airport. We figure at least .
2500 people were in attendance for the air show. We watched aerobatic flying by
nrofessionals, sky diving and an excellent demonstration of flying by a small home-
built radio controlled plane. Then it was off to a dinner of pork and beef. Over
1500 meals were served. A sing-a-long brought the festivities to a close. And

how those people of Iowa ¢an sing.

Some of the priests departed on Wednesday but most of us left on Thursday
morning. We wish to thank Matt Hemann and his wife Karmen for the use of their
farm. And we also wish to thank all those people who made available their moior

homas.
STACYVILLE WILL MEVER BE THE SAME.

In the next newsletter in the Fall we will let you know of our plans for the
annual convention in 1985.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
John A. Dompka
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1. I felt the editor would find it awfully
difficult to give an objective report repotrt
on this vear's MAPP convention. So T asked
several to give me some of their impressions,
their reflections, to share, You have the

president’s above. Others will follow. .

2, 1 wilf be fahing o sabbatical this Fall in
Rome. 1 will feave on September 5 and Zake some
of my vacation fime fo visit Pai Patffen 4in
Tanzania, East Afaica, for a couple of weeks.
Whife there T hope #o offen some helief To the
péifot who has been §Lying the 204 fon the pasl

ek,
Because of my schedule which baings me back
home o Decemben 16 we wilf not put outl a
nowsfetten in Cotoben, We'll make tnis one a
Little extrna thich and hopefully thatl wifl
suffice £4LL the Decemben fssue which Naney and

I will no doubt get out night affer Chrisimas.

3. Next year's convention will be July 9 and 1{. The site at this polnt is net
definitely set but by the next newsletter all will be arranged. Mark the dates NOW!1!]
vou will also find the time and date -for the Midwest Fall Regional meeting that

will he hosted by Gene Murray. Eweryone is most welcome [0 come.

£, In addition toc the minutes of the annual meeting, John and 1 are also giving a
tinanelad report on the NAPP convention. We geel fon what we did we came oul prelly
well. Hopefully the added money in fhe Lreasury will be incfuded in ot gidd fo Marc,

Finally, the three of us - John, Camilla and myself — are most deeply grateful to
those of vou who came to celebrate with us, It is such 2 rare pecasion in 1ife when

one is able to accomplish something more than you even dared hope for. We feel, with t
sipport of men Like vourselves, we had a CELEBRATION that was well integrated. Beginni

with our faith shardng in Liturgy it all tied together in flying, sharing friendships,
aating, drinking and singing.

Thank you for helping us make it happen.
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Archbishop Francis T. Hurley, Anchorage, wrote the following in his paper:

It is great to get away; 1t is better to come home.

I do not know when the last time was that [ spent severzl days unable Lo See mountains, even
on the clear days. Around the comfields of Towa, it is difficult to find even a hillock. |

An Iowa pig farm is what beckoned me into the "heartland of the USA" - for a double celelbration

(ne was the annual convention of the National Asscciation of Priest Pilots EM.P?] ' oo 4

Who are they? Just a bunch of priests who are pilots. Same fly as part of their ministry,
like the priest who came in from Brazil. He got the "greatest distance homors,"though he fudged by
flying to the U.5. commercially.

Others £ly for pleasure.

The cenvention? Like all pilots who love to top one another with yarns, they come together to
swap stories about the ordinary, extra-ordinary, nutty things they do with airplanes. Most are in
awe on the Alaskan exploits. As one put it, "we come together for two days, tell & bunch of lies
about flying, go to confession, amd go home."

But there was a special feature to this convention. The hosts were Fathers Mel and John
Hemann, of the Archdiocese of Dubuque. They along with their sister, Sister Camilla of the
Franciscan Sisters of Dubugue, celebrated their 25th anniversary in religious life, The Hemann
brothers, including their voumger brother Fr. Everett (three priests, one num, two married brothers
and two married sisters make up the eight children of the family) helped foumd the NAPP.

Mel and John decided to tie the celebration and the convention together. Some hosts they are.
They smoothed off [so to speak) a 2500 foot swath of cornfield for a mmway on the family famm.
Same 35 planes plopped down on it. They invited their family and friends for miles aroumd to a
beef and pork barbecue - to join the convention gang of 41. They arranged a sky-diving and an
aerobatics show over the farm and then served dinner to almost Z000 people. That's right, Z000.

Proudest of all at the celebration were Mr. and Mrs. Hemann, parents of the clan who themselves
have celebrated 50 years of marriage. They knelt with pride among the crowd of 600 in the packed
town chureh in Stacyville, their married children and their grandchildren around them in the pews,
their daughter and sons on the altar, The priest pilots I:uI:I'.Li:ﬂll!l:ﬂ"atn!u:lJI alang with some 40 local
priests, The liturgy was inspiring, the music magnificemt, the mood relaxed and reverent, a most
pleasing example of a family ecommmnity of faith exhilarated and joyful at God's presence and at
the presence of one another,

The barbecus dimner and festivities went on late into the night. Early in the morning I
bownced N92105 down the comfield runway and out across the plains,

This celebration was much more than just a pleasant event, It was a profound experience of
the meaning of a family and a community of faith, of the Catholic faith. The City of Dubuque has
65,000 people but the Archdiocese, scattered over that rich farm land has some 240,000 Catholics.
Their Catholicism is not enly an itegral part of their families, as is true in all areas, but it
i= also part of their cultural pattern of life.

We in Alaska are building to that and, fortunately, we have families from lowa - and even
Stacyville - who are helping us develop that intensity of faith and culture.

[t is not that the other fields are greenmer, it is that the Church always moves and builds
and grows, It is good to be home to se¢ it happening here.
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&71. EATHERINE OF BiEna PARIEH
MNORWODD, MABRACDHMUGETTE DICDE&E

Peak Mel,

Just got back from vacalion and jusf opemed your Letten - thanks gox the dnwitatlion -
hope 1 am et too Late.

The Comvention was wondenjuf, As gou said befonchand, each ome hay a flaver, o distinctive
efement DE ity oom = and this ome did; from the moment of tryding Lo find the foun (never did see
the ChuAth from the adix) Lo the RV's - the school showess, Mass oppoafunities - fhe neven 1o Be
foagotten Hemuan Mass cefebrztion - a most beautiful and moving cccasion, fo the barbecues, the
aén show, the substifute fon the Don-0=Twn program, the comuradende fo the exfuwoendinaiy ‘
hos pdtality of the Hemenn Clan and assoclates - to the TW and news coverage, Lthe FAA presentation,
the jumpens, the acrobats - aff made a wondenful package, Theae are efements, thamk God, fhat
never chamne - friendship, educetion, spinifuality - bat each convention casts them im a personal
way and though a cily boy by Eife, T must be a cowndhy boy by heatf - T éngoy the atmoiphete,
the operneds, the driendbineds and freedsn of the fawm - even (&t Pope John Pauf TT said a3 &1
rained on his celebration gn Boston) when Lf MMH things Lihe that didn't happen there would
be no spice. I thought € was o grent comvention, planned - some people certainly did a
themendows amount of wonk and we showld be wosf grateqal fo thed. .

1 spoke Lo my peopfe this mouning af Mass ad 1 asked them fo pray {on success befone Leauing.
T todd them how impressed T was and T hope L& wilf inspine mone vocaiions back hene in dhe Easit.

1 hope oun spdait will comlinue - even though we ged fo sce each other only once a year £if
48 very dmpondant and manyg happy memosdes come doath drom Lfhe finatl gear fo the present one -
each convention has had its personal touch and the Hemanm Farm one was mosf personal one.
Congratulatiions Lo all of you, particulanfy the § principals in the Religdows Eife - pray for ws.

Sincercly, (,3 a’f“

Kew, Msgr., Robent J. Semmofi
P.S.. I you find a pain of bfack shoes - Waight Brothens, &ize 10771, 1 £eft a pait someplace,

s
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G4 Hadhng Road
Mashwille, Temfenee 37205
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July 23, 1984

Dear Mel,

My visit to Stacywille reenforced for me the truth of the scriptual advice: “Seek first the
kingdom of God and His justice and all else will be given to you" (Mt. 6,33). For a long time
the most thrilling experience of my life had been my first solo flight, at the age of nineteen.
Seven years later my ordination to the priesthecd took first place - amd still does. Reflecting
an possible reasons for this the word "freedom” occurs - in the one case, freedom (at least
partial) from earth's hold and in the other, freedom from the burden of questioning God's will.
[t is a wonderful gift to know the direction God wants for your life.

The Hemann celebration increased my appreciation faor both the gifts of priestheod and flying
and added at least two more = the beautiful 1ituray, filled with so much meaning and affection
and the fine example of family life. VYour family has enriched my 11fe. Thanks to all of you for
sharing yourselves with your friends. 1 was glad to be among them. Congratulations to you,
John, Sister Camilla and your family.

I hope you do not mind my using this experience in my homily Sunday. The reference to "fields’
and "good grain” was too good to pass up!

Sincerely,
Bill Bevington
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[A fniend and guesf of mine during the fubilee week, LC Vaif from Lighthouse Point, Flonida)
Dear MHal,

You asked For some reflections so here goes. How that I am back in Florida with sum, surf
and traffie, I think about lasr week in Iowa.

Firat 1 want to thank you for being a most wonderful hest. I didn't knew vhat to expact
during the week of celebrating with you. As uwsual it was am adventure. First meeting your family
on Sunday was special. You've shared sbout them often and L [ound them to ba quite & great group.
Mags at che parish celebration was a wery joyful and real loving day. The parish certaimly
radiated thelr love and support to you. I was especlally touched during Mass as I saw you give
the sign of peace to your Mom. Sorry I didn't have & camera to catch that moment for you.

Momday going to Stacyville via the camper was fua. 1 had lote of mixed feslings being a part
of the NAPP convention but, thank you, for the marvélous experience. I found all to be friendly
and indeed a fun filled group. As plans changed Tugsday the Priest pilets amazed me by thedr
flexibilley and cooperatiom, and your leadership, aleng with Matt, Karsan, John, Ev arid Bob's
was outstanding. It was alsc fun to be presented with & FOPP hat., That was a surprise and honor.

Now this should have been emcugh. Yet the big, bright, clear day Wednesday brought the wery
movwing music and singing of the nuas, the many priests, nuna, relatives and friends who came to
join wou, John and Camilla in celebratimg 75 years of service im our church. 1 was extremely proud
and mowed by all three of you as your family shared all of you with us.

Later, the sight of the family farm as people arrived for the air show and refreshments blew
me off my fest, What a time! Some grear partyl!! The alr show, jumpers, and Temote plane was
like gazing at a christmas tree as a kid for the first time for me. I just took everything in
with delighted inner excitement. Windinmg up with the simg-a-long and sharing in the abselute joy
of your family and friends relaxed happiness was just perfect to close the day, the wendepful Jday.

How lucky I am to have crossed the paths of so many in such a short time. Thank yowu [or Che

experieénce and Eor being able to share your 23fh with you.
God bless you,

P.5. Miles, Edvina and 1 will surely clown for your 50th. fcl



21 July 1984

Dear Hel,

I congider it a privilege to have experienced the comvention in Iowa with you, your family,
friends and NAPP this year! It was a ficvting 20cth celebracion for NAPP because it brought out
what we are all about in the priesthood. We are a family, first of all, dedicated to the Lord in
the service of his loved onmes.

How your mother and father must wonder, at times, at what thedr love and patiencé have brought
about through the yeazs - the many people ocur Lord has touched through the priesthood and sister

hood of four of their offspring and the equally important, yet unseen, influence of their ecther
four children.

I konow 1'11 never experience a better "grass roots" telebration than yours If 1 live and fly
long enough to be 200! Thanks for the brilliant idea and the realizaticn of it in this year's
convention. Thanks again for dncluding us in your family life and celebration,

May you, your parénts, beothers and sisters, have many more years im the continued serviee
4f the Lord.

In Christ, ;”'

Jis Kelley
dedk ek ek R A A AR AR R R AR *E

iDave Whiie, Bremerton, Wadhington, sent this card)

I wad wilh you <0 spiadt. T hope everylhing was The besf. )

I had eveny expectation of comimg. However, T didn't send notice becaude much could go
wnong, 1t did. As of July ! T was Left without an associate, ({n fhis partsh of 1100 famifiesl].
A neplacement hasn't anndived, yefl :

i am back ﬂ-tg-mg agten @ neal discourmging gew geans with the FAA beawracracy and my medical.
Mo neal problem, but they swre make Lf diffd if wou fake hypentension medication.

1 stild may mnmm;mmmrm. We shatl see. Helfo fo afl

B ove WAL
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mMIOWeST REQ\ON MEETING

qgm, !-.lurraﬂ will host +he Mudwest Fald Rc‘ﬁlbna_l Mea:ﬁnﬂ.
Fiuj in to Storm laj-ug.} Tewa

Mce.h“nﬁ dates: Sun. event Qct. 7
Mon, Oci

Write Gene at St Columbkilles 'Etdc:rj
Box 278
Varina, JA 50593

Oaw him at T12- 288 - &4dé

Dont miss it



| NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PRIEST PILOTS
21gt ANNUAI, CONVENTION -—— JULY 10 & 11, 1984

STACYVILLE, IOWA
FINANCTIAT, REPORT

INCOME

Registraticn Fee's $3,290.00
47 members and guests @ $70.00 each

EXPENSES
Mobil Motel of R.V.'s and Campers 51,531.44
Rental of units £957.18
Gag to shuttle units to and 5457.26
from Stacyville
Special electrical hook-up $117.00

and electricity usad

Refreshmente S 217.65

Bar at the farm on Monday & Tuesday

and bar at Tuesday banquet in
Minnesota,., Includes booze, baear,
mnlx, soda & snacks

Food 8 397.65

Includes Monday cock-out and Tuesday
and. Wedneeday brunch at church

Tuesday Evening Banguet s 589.24
Lansing Corners - Austin, Minnesota
vigitation Church Rosary Society $§ 100.00

Donatlion for serving the two morning
brunches at the church
Matt & Xarman Hamann S _2ﬂn.uu

Includas expense for apraying area for
ingects, phone calls and othar expenses
for running here and there, etc. etc,

S¢t. Patrick's - Cedar Rapids, Iowa $ 54.02

Office expaenses for mailing and telephone
calle, ste.

TOTAL EXPENEES $3,090.00
INCOME $3,290.00

EXPENEES §3l090.0ﬂ
PROFIT .

NOTE: The $200.00 profit has been malled to the N.A.P.P.
treasury. 1'm sure it will go to a good cause.

ACENOWLEDGMENT
Father John Brickley who provided his own R.V., for use.
Fathar John Paisley who provided an R.V, from & parishioner.
Father Irvin Weber who provided an R.V. from a £riend,
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PRIEST PILOTS INC.

198 4 MINUTES

The 21st Annual Méetirg of the Mational Association of Priest Pilots was called
to order by President Johnm Dompka on Wednesday morning, July 11, 1984 in Visitation
Church Hall, Stacyville, IﬁWH1 There were 41 Charter, Regular and Asscciate members
present alnng with 7 guestg hmmng the guests were members of F.O.P.P. (Friends of
Priest Pilots).

Minutes of the 1983 Annual g%etlng had been distributed, read silently and approved
as printed. The Treasurer's rapuﬁ .had been distributed, read silently, explained
briefly by Charles Teufel, and ﬁﬁﬁfﬁwed as printed.

Discussion of our annual cani:ibht1un of funds in excess of $6,000. Four sugpgestions
included the Diccese of Fairbanks,' ﬁlaﬂha Marc Tillia and his work im Brazil; also
"Preacher" Smith and his work in thh:ﬁd' try of Peru, 5.A.; and a Bishop in Mexice.
Motion by Mel Hemann, seconded by Fraﬁk mmers, Lo send our annual contribution to
Father Marc Tillia, diccese of Kamsas ﬂitg{kﬂansas, who 1s present at our meeting.
Motion passed with a hand wvote. Mare anndiiked acceptance of our comtribution, brief
explanation of his work, and an invitatiom 4 Phnld the convention in Brazil.

Election of Officers. This being an evew numhered year, the lst Vice President
and Treasurer are to be elected. The Cunsti%utﬁhn states that the President and Vice
Presidents may only serve two successive terms ﬂf-FfflEE; As a result Henry Haacke is

not eligible for re-election. 1._..
Nominations for First Vice President were aceémied. John Wolesky and Bill Bevington
aper ballot with Bill Bewington

were nominated. Motion to close mominations pasaeﬂ}:
. elected for a two year term.
Nominations for Treasurer were accepted. John We i{kf and Charles Teufel were
nominated. Motion to close nominations passed. Paper 3]*, ot with Charles Teufel
being re=elected for anﬂther two year term. ol
Gﬂncerning next year's elections of President, Semﬂani.EE President and SEETEtﬂf?-

Convention sites for the 1985 meeting were discussed. :
able to host the convention in 1985 because of his PhD studies.
serve as host another year. President Dompka attempted to conta
that Al hope te host another convention in Lafayette, Louisiana.
sugpested by Bob Kirsch that we consider E1 Paso, Texas. Presiden
the selectiom in the N.A.P.P. Newsletter:. The dates of the conventiOg
10, 1985 and supposedly om July 8-9 in 1986. (Mark your calendars).

Charlie Teufel hopes Charter members will help identify the 1964 pl
scrap book provided by John Bellom.

Comments by President Dompka about neglecting pgolf and flying. Also 1
universality of the Church we should consider substituting for one another g%

', Al Sigur and explained
: alternate was

Lompka will announce

would be July 9-

ture in the

stress the

there
could be continued study and renewal. (Is there anyone in the Bahamas need hklp?)
(Continued)

. "It fs with palernal satfsfaction that the Holy Father views the efforts of the members of the

MNational Association of Priest Pilols to encourage the use of air transpartation fo oblain ever move abundanf
spiritval frudts from thedr sacerdotal ministry and missionary apostofate.”




Page 2 NAPP '84 Minutes, concluded.

Mew Business included details about the Convention at Visitation Church and
the Hemann family farm, including the air show after Mass and the barbeque dinner.
Archbishop Hurley announced a special gift of T-shrits for everyome.

Motion for adjournment by Everett Hemann, Passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Jack

Jack Paisly, Secretary.

== - —
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Members present:

Augustine Abeywickrema Antoine Attea, Miles Barrett, John Bellon, William
Bevington, Tom Brady, John Brickley, Johm Dompka, John Esquibel, John Friederick,
Thomas Geelan, Henry Haacke, Everett Hemanm, Mel Hemann, John Hemann, John Herzog,
David Hogan, Frank Hurley, Emmett Johns, James Kelley, Beob Kirsch, Art Kleve,

Gene Murray, Ed Murray, Frank Nemmers, Jack Paisley, Bert Pepowski, Ray Radzieta,
Nick Rossello, Francis (Jerry) Scanlan, Phillip Schmitt, George Schneider, Victer
Schoenberger, Robert Semnott, Dick Skriba, Pete Sweeney, Charles Teufel, Marc

Tillia, Irvin Weber, John Wolesky, Alvin Werth, and Associate member Edwina Tabares.

Cuests included LC Vail, Rohan Lowe, Darlene, Dick Spellman, Mary (Schneider)
Lamb, Jeanne (Schnelider) MacMeill, and Suzanne Wertz.
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1984 CONVENTION WRAP-UP

1. All those who attended the Convention will be receiving
a copy of THE WITNESS, Dubuque's Archdiocesan paper, which
did a great job on covering the Convention.

2. A very special thank you to Dick Skriba for providing
himself and his portable 720 channel transceiver to act
as "controller" for all imbound Conwvention airecraft.

Thanks a lot, Dick!

3. Every Convention in recent years has had a special momento.

We are presently working on a pin that will be included in

the Convention goer's December newsletter. The pin is a
display of Collins Radio's flight director — the Electronic
Flight Instrument System (EFIS). EFIS is the newest generaktion
of computer-driven avionies in which flight data is presented
on TV-1like tubes on the inmstrument panel.

At this time they aren't quite ready so we'll include them next
time, and they'll be ready to put on your hat for next year's

Convention!




EVERYONE LOVES A BALLOON
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BERT PEPOWSKI & EV HEMANN

ARCHBISHOP HURLEY AND FUTURE NAPP'enrs




BERT PEPOWSKI & EV HEMANN
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AERTAL VTEW AT HEMANN FARM
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