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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings from America's most livable city ...
Pitctsburg. I am writing my message on the Feast of Corpus
Christi so that Mel and Nancy can send out the final news
before the Annual Convention on July 9 and 10 in Lafayette,
Louisiana.

1 talked with our host, Al Sigur, about ten days
ago. At the end of May he had received notes from 18 people
who sald they planned to attend. That is about half of the
number who usually attend. Judging from responses priests
receive in regard to Forty Hours and Jubilees, this is rather
good. Most priests either lose invitations or wait until the
last minute teo clear their deskes and respond. To those, who
come, we guarantee you a good and lively time.

A few reminders:

1). Bring along the enclosed paper with the schedule,
telephone numbers, etc.
2). Don't forget your albe and white stole.

A few things we must discuss:

1}, The site of next year's convention and possibly 1987.

2). The recipient of our annual Mission contribution.

1), The possibility of spending a little more money in
advertising our organization, Some of the new members had
never heard of our group. Perhaps an ad or article in a
national magazine might do the trick.

I met Bishop Jim Timlin of Scranton at the Golden Jubilee

of our retired Bishop Vincent Leonard. He wishes to be
remembered to all the members.
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From Michael P, Wash, St. John's Catholic Church, Craig, Alaska: Mey 24, 19E5
Dear Mal,

Thanks for your kind letter and the .application for the agseciatieon. I think that I cen handle
the $10.00 dues. It must be the best deal going. While I have been aware of your group for several
yaars, I have never known how to get in touch with you. I once asked Archbishop Hurley about it and
he gave me a copy of the newsletter, but wasn't able to find the address. After that I eort of gave
up. At any rate it is nire to hook up with you ac last.

In terms of printing the letter Lo Lee & Dee Lravel, by all means go ahead. If you would like
more information from me, I will be plad to provide 1t., Thanks for the lead on Wings of Hope. I
will get in touch with them soon.

In Christ,
dfchael

(Fallowing is the lebtter to the Cravel's, dated March 26, 1984}

I very huch eajoyed meeting you during my recent visit to the East Coast. As you requested, 1
am sending you some of the details of my financlal plight with the ailrplone I use 1o my ministry herve

For many yeare the Diocese of Juneau has used a Floatplane for ics work among Catholics inm the
rural communities of Southeast Alaska. We have used it to travel to emall communlties to celebrate
the sacraments: to bring sisters and religicus educators to the people who otherwlse rarely have the
apportunity for religious education; to transport our Bishop and diocesan personel for Cheir
various minlstriess and programs: to transport parishomers to a variety of valuable programs; and
for various humanitarian services. For the past fifteen years, the same aircralt has provided us
with an efficient and cost effective way of getiing our job done.

Two and a half years ago, we moved the aireraft from Juneau to Pringe of Wales Ieland where 1
nse it in ministry to remote villages and logging camps. The size of the area I ptesently serve is
immerse. ERleven communitice are arattered over an area about two humdred miles long and one hundred
miles wide. These communities raupe from fishing towns to logging camps Lo Bative villages, gach
with 1ts owm special needs. In most cases, a priesc or sometimes a slster gets to thase comunities
for one one or twe dave 3 montkh. In that time, we try to do as much with the people as posasible.
The airplane has been an indispensible toal for my work here.

For fiftesn wvears, the alrplane has beesn subjected to the punishing ¢limate of Scutheast
alaska and now needs some major work. We hawe applied for and recefved a grant from the American
Board of Catholic Missions to cover most of our needs {eg. epgine overhaul, radic work, peint and
repair). However, one iltem has come up recently that we did not expect. Feour months ago, the
plane gank during the night in shallow (rhree feat) water at the fleat pond at the Junesu Adrport.
while no serious damage was done and the leak repaired, this incideat did peint up some weaknesses
in the ponteoons, It eeems that corrosion 13 actring pretty eerious.

More recsntly, &t our regular annwpal ingpection of the airplane, the mechanic determined that
the struts which ettach the pontoons to the aircraft body are badly corroded. He told me that 1
would have to do somethlng about them chis year. Additionally, the pontoons, which were put into
sorvice in 1957, are "pretty well used up." To repalr them will cost thousards of dollars, and will
leave us with pontoons that will need more expensive repailr next year. For that reaseu I weuld

like to replace them.

When I priced pontoons, I was shocked to learn that they list for 520,000.00 new. I have
located & rebuilt pair in the Seattle area for §10,500.00. BHut I simply do not have the money Lo
purchase them. If you believe that yousbr your friends might be able to help with this, 1 would

really appreciate 1f.

Thank you for your Interestdin my problem out here so far removed from your world., If you can
find the time, I would like to Anvite you ar any of your pssoclates to come out and see firat hand
what we are deing and perbaps get In g little good fishing.

**ﬁﬁi*i****##t*#**##**fﬂﬁ********#i#*ﬂ**ﬂ*i**********i*ﬁ#*t*t**#**ﬁ***t*tttt#

Treasurer Charlie Tenfel sent the following:

Francls X. Kane, 5M, died April 15. He was In Baton Eouge until the last few months. Due to
failing health he went to the Provinclial House 1n Washington. He waa a member of tha Society of
¥ary. He had served among, cther places, in 5t. Michael Church, Wheeling, W. V4., several years ago.

***********tt*********ﬂ***ﬁ*ﬁ*t#i*t#i#ﬁ*t#***###it******#i#*tiii***t##H#****

Gerald Wightman from hls new address in Bugdad, Arizoma;

Hever heard of BAGDAD, ARIZOHA? Well you have now! It's s small minieg Ceown in central Arirona
I am delighted that not yet belng crdained 4 years, the pishep ig entrusting me with a parish. I
recently bought an airplane (yeahl) It's an Ercoupe (1946 wvintage) NR4082.

Between taking on the parish and the axpense of the Ercoupe I am rathery doubtful that I'll maek
the convention this year. :3
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From Michael F. Nash, Sc. John's Catholie Chuzrch, Craig, Alaska: May 24, 1985
Dear Mel,

Thanks for your kind lecter and the,applicstion for the assoclatiom. I think that I can handle
the $10.00 dues. It must be the best deal geing. While I have been aware of wour proup for several
years, 1 have never known how to get in toweh with you. 1 once asked Archbishop Hurley about it and
he gave me a copy of the newsletter, but wasn't able to find the address. After that I sort of gave
up. At any rate it is pice to hook up with you at lasc.

In terms of printing the letter to Lee & Dee Gravel, by all mesns go ahead. If you would like
more information Evom me, [ will be glad to provide it. Thanks for the lead on Winpgs of Hope. 1
will get in touch with them soon.

In Chrisc,
Mirhael

{Following is the letter te the Gravel's, dated March 26, 1984)

[ vepy much enjoyed meeting you during my recent visit to the East Coasc. A= you requested, I
am sending vou some of the details of my financial plight with the alrplane I use in my minletry here

For many years the Diocese of Juneau has used a Floatplane for lts work amoog Catholics in the
rural communities of Southeast Alaska. We have used it to travel to small communities to celebrate
the sacraments: to bring sisters and relipglous educators to the péeople whe atherwise rarely have the
sppovtunity for religious education; to transport our Bichop and diocesan personel for their
varlous ministries and programs; Ce transport parisheners to a varlecy of valuable programsg atsd
for various humanitsrisn services. For the pasr fifteem years, the same aircraft has provided us
with an effieient and cost effective way of getting our job done.

Two and a half vears ago, we moved the alrcraft from Juneau te Prince of Wales Island uhere I
use it in minisetry to remote villages and logging camps. The size of the area 1 presently serve Le
immense. Eleven communities ave scattered over an area shout two hundred miles long and one hundred
miles wide. These commmities ramge from Fishing towns to logping cemps to Native villages, each
with its owm special needs. Tn most cases, a priest or sometimes &4 sister gets to Chese communities
for one one or twe dave a month. Im thac time, we try to do as much with the people aa possible.
The airplame has been an iadlspensible tool for my work here.

For fifteen years, the airplané has been subjected to the punishing climate of Southeast
Aleska and now needs some major work. We have applied for and Teceived a grant from the American
Board of Catholic Missions to cover most of our meeds (eg. engine overhaul, radio vork, paintc and
repalt}. Howewver, one ltem has come up recently that we did not expect. Four months age, the
plane sank during the might in shallow (three feat) water at the float pond at the Juneéaw Alrport.
While no sericus damage was done and the leak repaired, this ineldent did point up some weaknesses
in the pontoons. Lt seems that corrosion is getting pretty seriocus.

More recently, at cur regular anmual inspection of the alrplane, the mechanic determined that
the struts which attach the pontoons to the sfrcraft body are badly cerceded. He told me that I
would hawe to do something about them this year. Additionally, the pontoons, which weré put inte
service in 1357, are "pretty well used up,' To repair them will cost thousands of dollars, and will
leave us with pontoons that will need more expensive repair néxt year. Tor that reason I would

1ike to replace them.

When [ priced pontoons, I wvas shocked to learn that they 1ist for $20,000.00 new. 1 have
located a rebuilt pair in the Seattle arsa for $10,500.00. But I simply do not have the mooey Lo
purchase them. If wou believe that you/BE ¥our friends might be able to halp with thia, [ would

really appreciate it

Tkank you for your interesiin my probles out here so far removed from your werld. Lf you can
Find the time, 1 would like to Anvice you or amy of your asscclates to come out and see first hand

what we are doing and perhaps Het im a litcle good fishing.
**wﬂ*tﬂ*t:ti*in**nni*i#tj#kitﬂ*tihti#ﬂ##inﬂ!nntﬂﬁtﬂ****!!w*****tiiiillil*#ii#

Treasurer Charlie Teufel sent the following:

Framcis X. Kane, SM, died April 15. He was in Baton Rouge until the last few months. Due Eo
failing health he went te the Provincial House in Washington. He was a member of the Soclety of
Mary. He had served among, other places, in St. Michasl Church, Whesling, W. VA., seversl years &go.

ii#!ﬂt*rilttitﬁtitl*!ritiﬁiﬁiﬁlﬁiH*HiiHt*#####************ii*ﬂii*!*i***ﬁ#*ﬂﬂ

Gerald Wightman from his new address in Bagdad, Arizona:

Never heard of BAGDAD, ARIZONA?T Well you have newl It's & emall mining town in central Arizona
1 am delighted that not yet beding ordained 4 years, the bishop is entrusting me with & parish. 1
recently bought an airplané (yeahl) It's an Ercoupe (1346 wintage) WNI4UBZ.

Between taking on the parish and the expense of the Ercoupe I am rathey doubtful that I'1ll mack

che conventicon this year. :3



The Midwest Region had its Spring

meeting at the DON-(Q-INM in Dodgeville,

WI. on Monday, May 6.

Eﬁiij?hqugﬂn

Jehn-Beieklay, Adam Engelhardt, 4



NAPP CONVENTION - Scheduled for Cajun Country, July 2-10, 1985

THEME: ALLONS A LAFAYETTE! LAISSEZ LES BONS TEMPS ROULER!

If you're uncertain about the translation, come to louisiana and see! Mayor Dud
Lastrapes, The Chamber of Commerce, Bishop Gerard L. Frey welcome you.

HOST: Al Sigur, Qur Lady of Fatima Parish, P. 0. Box 51346, Lafayette, La. 70505
Telephone 318-232-8945, Coordinator: Jim Landry, Secretary, Edwina Hernandez

FIXED BASE OPERATOR: Paul Fournet Air Service, Lafayette Regional Airport, P. O.

Box 00480, Lafayette, La. 70509, Telephone # 318-237-05620
Airport information on card enclosed ~ or call for more

HOUSING HEADQUARTERS: PLANTATION HOUSE INN, Interstate # 49 North, Old Highway 167

“"Tom Moore, owner and operator, Telephone 318-232-7285. Room $25.0% Single, §30.00
double {twin beds)

TRANSPORTATION: Will await you at airport and/or call Convention HhQ. 232-7285

PROGRAM

MONDAY - July 8 - {or Sunday) - Early Arrivals -
Registration and Welcome - Fatima Parishicners and Friends offer this ptan: (Other

. Breakfast
93-00 a.m,

TUESDAY, July 9

optians available)

on your own - Plantation Motel

7:30 a.m,
9-00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.
12:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

e

Tour Acadian ¥illage, reconstruction of early habitation
Visit Floyd Sonnier's Art Gallery {local scene sketch master)
Lunch at Southern Style Catering

Visit §t. John's Cathedral, newly renovated

Swim - Dr. Lee Sonnier's Home |

Dinner at Prejean's Restaurant {near Plantation House Inn})
Estimated cost for day $17.50

Breakfast at Plantation House Inn

Mass at Shrine of 5t. John Berchman's, Academy of the Sacred Heart,

Grand Coteau, La.
Tour grounds and village, Cur Lady of the Oaks Retreat House,

St. Charles College (Seminary}, dsuit Spirituality Center
FAA Seminarj,iFaul Fournét's Hangar - Coastal Flying/obscurity
Buffet Lunch - Hilton Cafe Jardin, overiooking Bayou Vermilion

Patroleum Helicopters, Inc. {Largest offshore helicopter Co. in world)
Airborne overview of marshlands, swamps, and offshore drilling

Swim and relaxation, home of Flo Rickey (Fatima Parish)

Crawfish Boil and Cajun music - Home of Doug & Claire Ashy
(Tennis, Shuffleboard, boatrides on Vermilion River}

2



NAPP - (2)

WEDNESDAY, July 10
7:30 a.m. ~ Breakfast on Your own - Plantation House Inn
8:30 a.m. - Drive tov New Iberia on the.Teche (river/bayou)
- Tour Shadows on_the Teche - Fabled antebellum home
- Paddlewheeler ride on Bayou Teche - history of Spanish settlers

12:30 - Lunch at Cajun restaurant

2:00 p.m. = Tﬁ”{ Jeffersup Island {Salt Dome - where Texaco punched hole in
shallow Lake Peigneur, everything went underground - rebuilt)

- Visit St. Martinville, oldest Church and Parish in South Central
Louisfana (LaPetite Paris de la Louisiane)

- Mass: St. John the Evangelfst Cathedral, downtown Lafayette
(Bring ATh and Stole if you wish to concelebrata)

7:00 p.m. - Convention Dinner at Plantation House Inn - Business Session

Total Cost (excluding rooms and breakfast) - Under $50.00
(Conventioneers and Guests welcome to stay over at same room rate)

ACADIANA is special country, settled largely by the French Cathelics of Acadia in
Nova Scotia, expelled brutally the English Govermor in 1755. Hospitaiity
joi de vivre, good food, rich scenery, French language and atmosphere
await you. Flying is common, less since the oil slowdown. Pilots and
afficionados of all persuasions welcome you. :

198 5
CONVENTION

Arrival by,
P
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Reservaduens to: Al Sigur

pur Lady of Fatima Parish

P.0. Box 51346
ES Lafayette, LA 70505
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