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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Him as priests,

Both as priests and as pilots we can
with the Holy Family as they made Cthelir
Bethlehem., It was an adventure,
risks involved. They needed a place to
as we need a place to land.

Dear Brothers and Sisters NAPPers and FOPPers)

I hope this letter finds you well as we enter
the season of the celebration of Christ's birth.
This is a wonderful time in the best sense of the
word, a time filled with wonder,
Creator of the universe would become one of us,
but He has! And He called many of us to serve

wonder that the

identify
way Lo
were some
stay, Jjust

They had to accept an

alternative when there was no rooem in the inn. Sometimes we do too,

especially if the weather is not hospitable.

Speaking of room in the inn, there is an article in the current LIGUORIAN

about a program in St. Louis which provides shelter in church facilities for
the homeless. The same type program began in our city last year and is

growing.

It is a pood opportunity for people of all faiths to work together.

A bit of nostalgia -- I and an associate had the pleasure of con-

celebrating Mass with Father Ed Malloy, CSC, after
game recently. In his homily, Dr. Malloy recalled
making his first unassisted ride on a bicyecle as a
but recall a similar exhilaration in my first sclo
many years ago in South Bend. It was the greatest
until the day of ordination.

God bless vou all,
Buoee

Bill Bewvington

the Alabama-Notre Dame
his exhilaration on

I could not help
flight, which took place
thrill of my life --



ine af +the Ekhings 7T

1. ¥You willdl Find enclosed wWith Ehi1E newE|letEtear EhR@
annual renewal envelape. ht Jlask Julv's annoal meetinag
rhe membership voted to increase our annoal does from S10
U.5. to 518, gimce this i Ehe Ficst incrcemss in 25 veacrs
it wauld appear that NAPF has Aane a prtetty aocod job of
being fiscally reaponsible.

Needless to say the nrompt returm of your dues enve lape
Wwill b2 most aporeciated. REMEMBER 1L [t"s 15 bucks

now!!|

2.Preg. Bil]l] Bevingtom and T have talked abownt having a
special 25%th anniversary directory made up this year. 1t
hags been the cuscpom to put out the directory Iin kpril each
WEAar ., Fvery other year we made it & pictorisl dlrectory.
Ea 1 am comipg beogling again for that.

L Téw wapre anme the primter told mea Ehe pleElures wWe
were wvaing hasd seer thedir better days and disposed of
Ehism, ;. Faw fernt me mew pictures the Japt time ... a very
Few. For this very sapeciel]l ocosBiocn would it be poeeible
Far wouo ta 4necluds a ploeupre oF yvauraelf? Wieh Ehe
Eechnological adwvances made 1t is ne longei necessacty Lhat
Ehey ba bBlack aor white. Juat send in & picture. Wet]]
take it from there, Polereid or whatever. Just send It
wieh waur 8518 Auen.

hope kEo do 18 go back Ehroudh Ehe 25 vesare: ofF HAPP and have a special

mementa For thoae members who have pasaed on during tchese Years.

1. The 19BE July econvention should be a wery opecial one and al]l of hops Ehat ae many of

You:r will be thece to 1oin

into the next I3,

& a T think vau wgll

in the stories aof these past 25 years and also help to spring HLRPP

fipA ehe ANTEPE poactionm Interpskbling EhiE Eime. I hawve taken Ehe llbecty

of taking mn article from the AROPA newsletter on Pr, Leo McGee. 1 thought for a long Etime I was
the anlvy LTP AmcoRdg Ehé padems., Te's good o know I'm nok alone. Following that I have Leo's
letter to me, [Tmeidentally, he ig our latest new member).

Gecauee of this artlcle
HLPP and our 28th convention In Jolw. Mawvke Ehme wWwill gaE

hy Ma¥ Karant I have written to Max and told him a2 lictle bit about
ieg & mentianm of some sort and bring

our sXlatence E0 Ehe attenbicon of others.

W -'Ilnn s Ed milLre
Egminatien T¢ Prissc, HinA
prieat anocthet went on to hisg etermal reward., The snvelope in which

While we omjipned one
newalatbter was mMAiled ke last time came back with the following writtem oOn LG,

LRipveius Einaky'a

ronarakulakane s one of our membere who wmoved from the ranks of

Tetbker 48 mime Im the BRIBPFE.

Feplred 9=3=87, How deceased] Please remave his name from your records,

I doantEe Enow any more
in a plane ocrash 1kt coercainly

Camant , Jllinois,

Ut nresumably it muat have been from natural <avaes.

JE he had died
would have made Ehe fAeWE. Ineldaneally,; hias laepk addregs was

-
W
- i

- ah el
My pay

- &

Fr. Way Radzieta, HADPE

Mr. Broniak

From John E. Bellons C.5.5.K, Midland, Michigan:

Ray surprised me with a short visit on 14 November to this
Area, He was with a friend who 18 the father of onée of aur

Rademporist = the man of the left - 19ves in Detroit.

The man on the right s Father Zygmunt Gai (pronounced GUY).
Ray and Zygmunt were at Dachau prisom camp durinm the war -
liberated in 1945 - was the last time they saw each octher until 42
years later in Bay City, Michinan where Gai is retired from
Gavlord diocese.

You can imagine what memories this meeting brought back and the
pegple they both krnew and some that are sti11 1iving,

I thought this would be an Ttem for NAFP news.

I most 1ikely will ba driwirg to Kentucky since Dick 1s not
certain as yet. He 15 having Assaclate problems - the lack of

them that s and may have difficulty in getting away.

HY to all. fAs ever in Christ. /@é Ef Lc{",%?j,iﬁ
L

Fr. Zygmunt Gai
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This letter, dated 15 September, 1987, comes from Pat Patten in Arusha, Tanzania.
Hi Mell | |

_ Just recefived the Febkruary '"87 WAPP Newsletter today. Tynical lag for surface madfl to
these parts.

Hope you are well., Tne WFET Fxnardience brochure was a nice enclosuvre. [ remembered your
talking abnout the program when yeu came to visit me several years: ago. It Tooks apad, The
broblemsaof single oeople here in East Africa are somewhat different from those encountered in
the States. 5ti11, 4t would be very ‘rterestingto zee what kind of Jmpact such a weekend would
have 1n a cross-cultural setting. There has heen same success bere in AR, Marriage Encounter,
and the 1%ke. And the nead 15 certainly there, Wrkile [ can't came up with basic requisites of
cnvaring Team:z trancoo+tatinon costs, § would be dnterested 4n talking more with you about 7t
whernever [ manage to get hack ta the States.

T hawe a horrible cold on a nice warm African day. And to the surprise of many peaple in
this area, T have lost my voice for the last two days! A good chance to catch up on some desk
WY, This morning, 1 was barely ahle +¢ make myself wnderstood on the radiccall. And of all
davs for it to haopen, there was an emergency call. I wos asked to evacuate a Maasali warrior
who was badly iniured bv a tien some 70 miles from here. As yvou know, Arusha atrport i3 in the
—erminal control area of %114maniarn Internaticopal Airpgrt.  While there are rarely more than
“an flights thru this area eact day, T have to call aon take off and before landing. Made for
verv interesting conversation this movnina, Fortunately tne -contreoller kncws me well, and there
was no problemr in tre end.

Tre warrior was brotecting h+s cattle when the tdion attacked. He killed the 1lopn with nis
cpear. But the 1'gn managed tn almost tear off the warrlor's Jeft ear and cheek with a swipa of
A~ paw, and did some pretty Ead darage *c tre ribs and left Teq befores che died,

fiur new ajroraft, NTDAROT?, awcther wery well equipped 1973 Cassna 206, has hbeen im full
aperation since February of this vear after the crash of W&OD243 9n Auqust 1386, {5 R
averwnr<ed: and we're hooino to add a second plane to the Flying Medical Seryice next year.

You may remsmber from arrcwions letter that when the former plans craszhaed, the 8iskop cf
Arusha, tke aTdest oriest of tke Diocese, the Religiaus Sumerior of the Medical Missionaries of
Mary fnr Tanzanila, and a focrmer and pioncering Missionary to the Maagsi were on board. This
latest mentioned mersen i & nriest in his mid-elghties who had come back to wisit., On his
raturn Flight hack to Fagland several weeks after the accident [re was unhurt] he had ta make a
connection in Brussels. When they saw that ke was a eriest, the counter penple ceated f9m next
to a Furapean Rishop ow the same €Yight, When he sat down ar® nreeted the Bishop, he said -- in
his typlcally Enalish humovr - "1 den't know akout this seating arranaement. The last time 1 321
next te a Bishop the olane crashed.”

Mel, all the 9Sest. Hooe you enjoyed your summer.

o

Fraom Rev. Michae]l J. Klotan, St. Boniface Church, Witliamsport, PA.
Just a srtort note to 1et you know of a3 few chanrges in my tife recently, I was ordained on

Lentember & for the Scranton Diecese, Bishow Timlin - also a memher af the XKAFP - has
ciatinonad me here in Williamsnert, PA. as Bsslstant at 5+ EBon-face Parish and Chaplain at
Nivine Proyvidence Hospital, Willtamzport ts not only the Little Leanue Candted of the wortd,

hut also s in Lycoming Country - Lycoming engine.
Hooe 11 is well with t-e NAPP. Looking forward to continued mallings.

From St. Marv's Church, Snow Shoe, PA. November 10, 1987

Dear Mal,

ne pf Sentamber 15 of this year T have a new address: [ am now Pastor of St. Mary's Church
in Snrw Sho=, Pennsylvania. {¥235, the name s for the chow Shee raboit, but it's alse doing the
ather %ind of snawing here richt now toold. Please chanoe the address on the newsletter 3o I
can kaen In touch. We haven't met yet, I hope to remedy this at sometime in the future. Hacpy
Fivins, and heszt regards!l

In HYs Peace,
ALKOST FORGOT

Please £ibE Guf The data sheet or The infeamedional

brochore, We wiff wse that infowmation on Lhe éL*’

speadal STLVER JUBTLEE Dimecioay nexf Sphing.

, Revy. Jogeph W. Fleming
Thanis foa gour paompt atfention P.0. Box 20, R.D. 1
tnow Shoe, PA 16574

.
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( The Wayflyer by Max Karant AoPa 1e

What's a Catholic priest dolng
with an Air Transport Pilol rating?

I'd flown up to North Philadel-
phia alrport to interview Father Leo
McGee at the St John Neumann
Nursing Home in Philadelphia where
he's chaplain. 1 was just going to
interview a personable Catholic
priest who liked to fly. Instead, here
| was with amanof the cloth who had
laken on the appearance of a Super-
man. An ATP, lots of hours, and he
was taking the sting out of my repu-
tatlon as an acupunciure Inler-
viewer.

The nursing home sits rght on
the edge of North Philadelphia Alr-
port. anid Father McGee's Mooney 1s
parked just outside.

I've known Father McGee for
many vears, but 1 didn't know about
his tmpressive aviation credentlals
until I comered him for this “Way-
flyer” interview. 1'd asked him some-
thing about how difficult was It for
him to get his private license. He
grinned, then reached in his pockel.

“I'm glad you asked,” he sald,
handing me his wallet with the
pllot's license in the front window. ~1
think I may be the only priest in the
world who has this ATP, and I'm also
type-rated in a Martin 202 and 404.7

“Come on, Padre, howdid all this
come about?” I now was baffled.

He considers Bill Whitesell the
fountainhead of his aviation career.
He met Bill at just about the time
wWhilcsell started the Flylng W Ranch
at Medlord, N.J.

“Meeting Bill was one ol the most
fortuitous happenings in my life,”
Father McGee says. “We hit itofl. We
became very close friends. It was
through Bill that I was exposed lothe
broader aspects of aviation. [ de-
cided “why net go on?”

So he kept pushing. He didn't
have the moncy for a formal training
course, but he knew a lot of profes-
slonals, and they helped him dispel
a lot of myths we all have.

“The first time | got Into an Azlec
| thought It was the biggest plane in
the world. Now [ can get into a 747
and [eel quile comfortable. Iused to
think of a commercial license as a
huge step up the ladder. But now I
don.”

"Of course not, now that you
have your ATP,” 1 commented. “l
reacted similarly when I got my In-
strument and multl-engine ratings.
It's a form of snobbery.

“How much time have you bullt
up?”

“About 4,000 hours. [ dont fly

as much as I used to, but I still fiy to
visit friends or family in Washington,
Baltimore, Binghamton, Tucson,
and Wichita. | manage to keep my
hand in. [ make it a mandatory polnt
to fly my Mooney once aweek, in self-
defense. ['ve found over the years
that ifyou do make ita point te fly the
plane once a week, nothing breaks,
I you don't do that. something
breaks, and it usually costs more to
fix the break than it does to fly the
plane.”

*I was part owner of two Tri-
Pacers, and had to sell my Interest in
both of them because | couldn't af-
ford them. | wenl without a plane for

Father Leo McGee

a couple of years and finally couldn't
resist it any longer; | bought a used
Bonanza.”

"How long did you have that?

“About three or four years, and
then [ had to sell it, too. Agaln, 1was
deprived, untll about 1970, when |
bought my Mooney 20.7

“Whalt does a chaplain do with
an airplane?”

“I use it for personal travel.

“l dont know how many hun-
dreds of young people I've taken for
thelr firsi plane rides. They included
fascinated kids from my parish (n
Coaldale, Pa., my [irst assignment
after being ordained in 1957. Then |
was transferred to the Cardinal
Dougherty High School in Philadel-
phia, where | taught for 22 years.
Lots of those kids flew with me.

*Just the other day 1 was al
North Philadelphia Alrport when a
corporate Navajo landed, taxied up,
and stopped. The pllot climbed oul.”

*Are you Father MeGee?

Yes. [ am.”

*1 thought I recognized you. You
took me for my first alrplane ride In
1958, and I've been [lying ever
since.”

“On another occasion.,” the
priest reminisced, 1 fota phone call
oul of the blue. That was about six
months ago. You probably don't
remember me,” the man said. ‘I'm
now a captain for Pledmont. [ was
coming In to Philadelphia Inlerna-
tional ome day not leng age and ATC
gave me a hold oul over New Jersey.
We clreled for some time. [ told my
co-pilot that Father McGee look me
for my first plane ride there in the
60s. After [ gol home In Norfollkg, I
(old my wile about It and she wen-
dered what ever had happened to
you. | promised herI'd find out. And
Father, | spent two days on the
phone before [ located you. 1 just
wanted to call and say helle.™

“Did you do your earliest flylng
at the Flying W?" [ asked the Padre.

"No, | starled flying at Wings
Field in Ambler, Fa. Then. when [ got
to Coaldale [ found the little 1,200-
foot grass strip at Lehighton. It's
since been closed, but that's where |
got my license in December 1957.7

“How much IFR flying do you
do?”

“I'll file IFR just to stay current,
but usually not for a local light, and
my benevolent government has used
its warious methods 1o force me to
equip my plane with a number of
goodies, so | might as well use them.

“But | will not fly thunderstorms
or lce, and pilols who do by trusting
to blind luck are crazy.

“I've found that the majority of
conirollers in the centers and ap-
proach-control facllities seem to
assume everyone is in the alrliner
category and has radar. When [
eome along and don’t have radar,
they don't always give me a lat of the
help they could.

“I'was [lying home from Daytona
Beach IFR one day, in the clear, But
up ahead was this lowering thunder-
storm. [ heard all the other planes on
the frequency getiing diversions,
and describing the storm. But
naively I said nothing. Shortly, | was
on solid instruments and as | ap-
proached Wilmington, N.C., Lhe
radar controller vectored me right
into the storm. Aboul one minute
into the storm 1 yelled into the mike,
get me out of this damned storm
right now.' He did, apologizing pro-
fusely.”

Forgive him, Lord!




5T. JOHN NEUMANN NURSING HOME

. 10400 ROOSEVELT BOULEVARD . 698-5600 » FHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 15116-3992

MNovember 22, 71987

Dear Mel,

Received your very kind letter. Max alwoys did exaggerate a bit, We've been
friends over the years and | agreed to the interview only because | really appreciate
all Max and ACPA hove done for us over many difficult years.

Thank you for the invitation to join the NAPP and my application is enciosed,
Vaguely I recall hearing of the association years ago, buf there aren't many of
us back East, Especially in the Philadelphia area. You know when the history
of our archdiocese is finally written, it will be puklished in three velumes:
vol. [ will be entitled, "It Probably Worlt Work Anyway," vel. 1l will be,
“lt's Never Been Done Before,” and wvol. 1l{ will be, "What Will People Say.™
Other than that, it's a great place!

Looking forward to your newsletter and perhaps the good fortune to meet your people
' one day. | do get around at bit. Mafter of fact, your latter came while | was in

Florida. | ferried the Mooney down to Fort Lauderdale last week to have the fuel

tanks medified to carry 36 more gallons. When it's done, 1I'll have better than

8 hours range. | have a sister in Sanfta Meonico who is long overdue for a visit.

When ond if, I'll plan a visit also in lowo. Lasitime | was there was in 1971,

| stayed overnight in Des Moines on my way back from Victoria, B.C. in a Bonanza,

If you ever get to Philly, please gef in touch, I'm right acress the streef from
Northesst Phifa. airport. Keep me in your good prayers.

In Chrlst, ?
b s
P.S. I've received letters since the article wos published from Father Alvin Werth

in Ogkley, Kansas and from Fother Frank Nemmers in Carroll, lowa.
Also, please remember my Mom in your prayers. it was her Mooney.
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